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THE REPORT ON IRRIGATION REVENUE FOR THE YEAR 1874-75. 
No. 8861.A. 
Rvtract from the Proceedings of the Hon'ile the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, in the Public 
Works Department, Irrigation Branch, under date the 10th Levember 1875, 

‘Tho total vapital ou‘lay on irrigation works in Bengal to the ond of 187476 amounted 
to Rs. 8,65,16,108, of which Rs. 49,97,142 wore expended during the year. 

2. ‘The outlay is debitatle as follows: — 

Canals more or less incomplete, but in operation and yielding rovonue, viz :— 








Be. Rs. 
Orissa Canals an Bs .1,65,19,508 
Midnapore Canal j i +. 61,80,403 
Tidal * ed » ee, 17,98,183 
: —— __ 2,34,48,004 
+ Canals partly finished, but not yet in oporation, and projects under investigation, viz :— 
Re. Rs. 
aes “95 .-- 1,26,24,628 
forth Behar Irrigati Sclieme 4 " glo}s73 
Howie dito ditto ; eee 
Canal (in abeyance) We, :. 1,658,059 , 
1,80,68,014 . 
3. The reyenue for the year from all sources was Re, 2,17,693, againgt 
Rs, = 688 for the previous year. 


‘The eost of maintenande and repairs was Rs. 2,98,298, and of revenue management 
“Ra 61,687. 
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"1470 SUPPLEMENT TO THE CALCUTTA GAZEITE, DECEMBER 15, 1875. 








5. The receipts therefore fell short of the working expenses by Rs. 1,42,892. Tho 


deficit was mainly duo to the, Orissa Canals, and is thus accounted for, viz eve 





Orisso Canals deficit ° i ve 147,942 

Midnapore Canal ,, ra penn are 12,807 

—_—— 

5 Total deficit 1,60,749 
‘Tidal Canal surplus ee 18.357 

~ Net daait ve 142,892 


6. The Tidal Canal is navigation work, and derivés no income from irrigation. It is 
the only canal which has as yet paid any interest upon capital. ‘Tho surplus for the year was 


at the rate of 1:02 per cent. upon the outlay. 


7. The charges for interest upon the oapital invested in reventio-paying canals amounted 


for the year to Rs. 10,18,912, and to the end of the year to Rs. 45,40,783. 


8, Tho excess of working expenses over income was for the year Rs. 1,42,892, and to 


the end of the year Rs. 7,97,789. 
9 


The combined cl s for interost and deficit on working were for tho year 


Rs. 11,56,304, to the end of the year Rs, 53,38,572. 
16. ‘The total acoumulited debt on account of interost and oxcoss of 


income on all the irrigation works in the province was for the year Rs. 16,86,757, and to 


the end of the year Rs. 68,02,515. 


11. The cost of maintenance and repairs, though still in most eases in excess of the 
income of the canals, is moderate, and shows but a very small percentage upon the capital 


outlay 


only. 


18. The total arn irigatod was 04,777 novos, nguinst 48,020 aces in tho previous your. 
1, 80 inches having boon registered. 


14. In Orissa the ‘year was ono of excessive rain! 
The demand for water Was nevertheless in excess of former years, the areas irri 
been in— 





Acres. 
1872-73 2 4,753 
1878-74 ra . v 12,571 
1874.75, iy se 22,459 


‘The highest aréa is still but a small fraction of that for which water is available. 


16, In Midnapore the rainfall, which was 52 inches, was slightly below the average. 


There also, however, an increase of irrigation is apparent. ‘The area irrigated was in— 


Acres. 
1871-72 se Pr oe 6,088 
1872-73 ioe i se 14,180 
1873-74 36,349 





1874-75... rs ee wi” 78,838 


16. A-cyclone, which passed over the district in October 1874, dovastated the crops of 
the irrigated portion, rendering necessary large remissions of water-rates and considerable 


gation from the Sono Canals during the year, none of them being 


postponements of collecti 
17, There was no it 
in a sufficiently forward state. 
18, Tho Navigation receipts wero in— 














Orises, 21,412 

Midnapore 44,886 

Tidal 82,209 
Total ve 118,607 + 


“or Rs. 37,848 in excess of the collections of the previous year. * 


‘This increase was in spite of the closure of the Midnapore and Tidal Canals for special 


repairs during the three most profitable months of the year. 


19, Two hundréd miles of canal were in use; the receipts were therefore at the rate 


of Rs, 592 per mile, 


20. ‘Tho statistics of the canal traffic are important, ‘The tonnage of cargoes carried in 


boats paying tolls during the year was— 


‘ Tidal Canal 





1y- 
12. The cost of revenue management was excessive in Orissa, owing to the small demand 
for water. In Midnapore it was as low as 16°4 per cent. upon the collections of water-rates 






2. value is oomputed nt £1,800,000 sterling, ) 
Qables Seay growth partner fom the canals. ag 





28.» The outlay on inclusive of surveys and investigation of new projects 
during the year, was—* Ri 

Orissa Conals® 7. = ve vae 16,06, 144 
‘Midnapore Canal tt ps ar os 882,471 . 
Tidal af a. eee eo fe ape 14,648 i 
Sono Camals wi oe vee 27,58,810 ; 
North-Bebar Irrigation Surveys... xs se 2,09,878 4 
Hooghly Irrigation Schemo os ne we TB Ab4 ‘ 

| Darhoodur Canal (in abeyance) a we ise 258 

Total vee 49,97,142 


i: 
The principal outlay took place in Orissa and on the Sone. In the latter project the 
works,were vigorously pushed forward, but none were actually brought into use. 
Some was made with the projets for small irrigation works in North Bohr. 
24. ‘The ‘thanks of the Lieutenant-Goyernor are duo to Colonel Gulliver, n.x,, for his 
able management of the Irrigation D ent during the year. The services of Messrs. 
Levinge and Walker, Superintending Engineers, also merit acknowledgment. : 


By order of tho Lieutenant-Governor of Bengul, 


F. T. HAIG, Colonel, R.E., 
Joint Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal, 
in the P. W. Dept., Irrgn. Branch. 
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Rainfall, Weather, and State and Prospects.of the Crops. 


Statement showing Rainfall, Weather, and State and Prospects of the Crops in the different District 
of Bengal, as reported to Government during the week ending the 41th, December 1875 























—= Se 
Rainfall ‘ 
5 District and date of fat Sudder Chnrnetor of the wenther. state and prospects'of ‘the ort, nd 
o: return, Stationin == atave of health av dave, . 
‘ inches. 
BENGAS, Md 
Western Districts. ° 
1 (Burdwan, Dee. 18,75) Nil. |Rico being harvested generally. Cold weather crops promising ; would be bel 
. for pad rnin Much sporadic cholera. = i 
2 |Bankoors, —,,-11, «| Nit, |Wenther cooler thnn last week, but cloudy. Rico crop is tienrly reaped. An 
average of 14 annus is expected. ‘The ovld weather orops are doing well. 
q is st nt, 
E ‘Cholera is still provale 
5 | 8 |Boorbhoom.., [Return not received. 
5}. [atianepore, 4, 11.» | sop [We had w shower of ain tn the middle of the wask, sinen whith thw wouter baa 
i ‘been cooler. Prospects of the crops continue as good as could be desired. 
5 |Hooghly, » 11, «| Ni [Weather seasonable, About three-fourths of the emu» or late rice on the high 
and, has been cut. In other respects no change since the date of the last 
| sa 
(| Howrah, ~ | Ni, [Tho wenther has nt last become seasonably eold. No chango in tho state and 
prospects of the crops since last report, save that the reaping of the harvest is 
now general, 
Central Districts. 
6 |24-Pergunnabe, Deo. 19,¢?75) Weather cold; slightly clondy in the early part of the werk. Hiltvest of the" 





‘amun or late rice, progressing fairly, Cold weather crops doing well, Fever 
and cholora are provailing more or lass in every sub-division. 


7 |Nuddea, » LU, »| Ni. [The nights are-cold, but days often very hot for the time of the year. ‘The amum, 

or inte rice crop, is being harvested everywhere, On the whole it will yield 
fair average crop. Muny of the cold weather crops require rain, Cholera is 
somewhat abating. \ 





8 \Jossore, » 1, «| Nit |Coot, with northorly wind ; sky occasionally olonded, but still no rain, Reaping of 

ato rico continues. Rain wanted everywhere for ths cold weather 
whiel,,from the dry stato of the ground, ure for the most part very stuuted 
thouglt not altogether failures. 





Paxerpexor Drvw. 


9 |Moorshedabad, ,, 11, 4, | Wil, |Weathor cooler than last weok, Reaping of tho paddy crop nearly completed. 

Prospects of the rubbee erope are fair. A slight full in the price of eommon ri 
‘A few cases of cholera reported from Harihurpara, Dowlutubad, Jolunghi. 
Borwa, Bhurutpore, and Shumahergunge. Fever is till continuing in Serajguuge. 





10 |Dinagepore, , 10, | Nil | Weather fair, cold, and cloudy. ‘The rice erope are being ent generilly through: 
{ "|" out the district, ‘Tho outiumn will be moderate. Cholera in Hemtubnd, 
Bangsibari, and Thakurgaon thanns, 





11 |Maldab, nm Uy y | Nil [Weather cool, occasionally cloudy. Rubbeo erop is slightly injured in Sudder \ 
| station from want of rain, It is attacked by inseeta in thana Gorgoritah. 
Kalai reaping commenced. God outturn is expected. Amun and hoemunti 
reaping continues. Fair yiold is expected from the latter. Cholera decreasing : 
during the week there “hove only been nine deaths from thut disease, and 
seven fresh attacks reported. ‘Twenty-vight deaths have occurred from fever. 


» 1, »| Nil. |Anorthorly wind has beon blowing during tho groat part of the woek. ‘The sky 

wrascloudy on, the 1h twtant, | The outing of erty pay fue acing: co, 
Complaints of some injury caused by black worm are made. The cold 
sweater crope have 006 yet sullred’ toniecaliy fume Koma Of Mk’ Wile oe 
three days’ rain would, however, be very beneficial. Tho seedlings of dor 
dhan in the nurseries whore they aro easily watered, are thriving well, and 
in somo places aro nearly ready for transplantation. ‘Cholera cases are still 
reported, but not to any considerable oxtent. There bas been-a good deal 
1 of fover, chiefly in Buragaon. 








Razsnanre Divs. 


18 [Kungpore, » oo | Nik [Poggy mornings; weather sensonable. Harvesting of rico is genera) Outtarn 
in equal to the estimate, 8 annas for the whole district, Cold weather crops 
promising, Cholera is very provalent. 


14 |Bogre, » his Nil, | Weather fair. No change in thestate and prospects of the crops since last rt, 
a i, % fxir crop is now certain all round, and in then eieat wees be 
rope 





good, Rice is now being exteasivoly cup, and the rudbeo or cold 
fre coming on well. 


Pabs . 2, |x Weather soasonable. Stato and prospects of the erops aro good, Cholorn and 
a ris 4 fever are still prevalent, biti ’ 

















 Telogram of the 19th Deonmber, received on the ame day, shows rainfall during the woven days immediately preceding. 
t Report of the 18ths December, received on the same day, shows rainfall during the seven days immediately preceding, — t 








+ |, Bastern Districts. 
18 |Dacoa, Deo. 13,4 °75, 
19 Purrvcdpore, = 11, » 


20 Backergungs =... 
21 Mymensingh, ,, 10, » 
22 (Tipporab, A WIDY in: 


28 |Ohittagong, 4, % 
| ; 
& | 24 |Noakholly, o ww 
il 25 [Chittagong Hill ; 
\ | ‘atin Bippeean 





28 [Shahwtnd, 21, 
$0. Derbharye, 4) To 
) |Monutferpore, 11, 




















Nil, 


Nil, 


Nil. 
‘Nil. 


Nil. 
Nil. 


Nil. 


Nil, 


Nil. 


ml. 


Nil. 


‘Nil. 


» Character of the weather, state and prospects oro, : 
ui state of hoalth at date. a ee cad 





piratty ease and clonr, bright days, Tho harvesting of the hoemanti dlaw is 
Rfogressing in the Terai; the deficioney in the tturn will be 
Ferisualy. ‘The crops inthe hills have done wall ou the whale. "Ot ™® 


|Weather cloudy and hot for the season. No change to report in ropa Cultiva 
tors aro busy in cutting soemanti paddy, ores il prevalent, Cholera. 


is abating. 

Ie mine orga ‘Two days of the week werp cloudy, 
ss no rain. No change in the prospects of the crops. ‘The outturn 

of the Inte rap ily ib eller, tara ou) ta be 8 annan Th prospects 





[Weather still warm, State of the crops is good. Health imyiroving, 


Weather gott dually colder, dy rope sro being reaped, Tt 

Mporied trom ktareepere het inden poe fr tat vabsdiviion the es | 
oF lute rice, is snid to-have boon attacked by insects. Cholera atill provails 
in all the sub-divisious in tho district, 


{Return not received. 
|Weather fine and ocld. Generally a fair harvest throughout the district, 


(Weather sensonable No differonce in the state and prospects of the crops 

since last report. ‘The amun crop is still being reaped. Tho outturn is not 

expected to exceed three-fourths in average in the district, Winter crops are 

in a favorable condition, “Cholera has made its appearance in mao plow in 
lintrict. 


[Weather warmer than it should he, Henvy.dews wt night. No ebango wince last 

report. Harvesting ix going on. The yield will be throughout. the disttiot 
‘Boch low than {s.ordinsiiy i and wil Inuecne high lands oe hendly worth the 
reaping. Tho failure will, however, be only ono of th 
|| hhave been exported elsewhere. ‘hero will remain ample 








plus which wopld 
waite, 





‘Weather fair, wind onorally northerly. Jt was clondy on the 5th instant, 
‘Tho reaping of the ama, oF the late rico, continues. Sowing of pulses, chillies, 

&o., has commenced in somo places, Cholera much provalont in Bogamgan, 

station, In all other parts it is not #¢ dangerous, No cases of cholore 

the town, 


|Weathor tensonable ; very cold at night. | Cotton is still being collected and 
aoustard eown. ‘ 


‘|Return not received. 
’ 


\Sinco Inst week it looked as if there would be rain, but it clonred off 
‘again. Mornings exceedingly cold, with heavy dews Prospects of the erope 
Tomain unchanged, i, the rico erop is now being reaped, and the Collectur 
floes not think, on the whole, it will be = bad one. ‘Tho prospects of the 
rubbee crops are fair, but of eoarve would bo benefitted by rin. Health of 
the district is good. 


‘Mornings cold and scasonablé: Cloudy woather and indications of rain. ‘The 

rector mt at the rics crop is out, udbee erup growing fairly in somo plaoes 4 
fa other, though the sced has germinated, rain in much required to bring 
the plant on, General health is good. 


Weather, cloudy and cool. Bubbee crops continue to promiso well, Rein i 


wanted, Paildy erop is being harv Health of the district is good, 


dry. ‘Tho prospects of ‘the crops are much the same as 
ape ia ol “Rubheo wwinge are mush in want of exits 

warn and clondy. ‘The rice crop ix being rapidly reaped. 
ea te, de ison reoest detailed enquire show that there will be an 
avernge ‘ura, In Swetamurhee sub-division the outtarn will pro 
baby be only 6 annes, certainly not more than 6 anuaa. In Hazeenory sub 
division & aunas. ‘The ‘rwddeo crops are dving fairly well in Mozufferpore and 
Hareepore sub-divisions genorallv, but are vary poor in Lalgunge thana. In 
Beetamarheo sub-division rublee sowings are being mado in moist: rien lands, 
whore the erops ave been Jas reaped nod fhe subbes 
bo much Ineger’ than war expected) Though tho average outtura for the sub- 
division is not likely to exceed 9 annns without early rain, it may, ander fhe 
jnost. favorable circumstances, be as high as 6 annas. The rabur bas bogun to 
dry up in some places. Prices are stationary. 












“December, reccived ou the same day, show rainfall during the soven days immediately preonding, 
7 . 


ie 


. 















Character of the weather, state and prospects of theerops, and 





Sudder| 
wit return. tation nl state of health at date. 
inches, 
BEHAR.—(Conéd.) . ™ 
81 /Sarua, Des. 1, 77 iL [Weather clemrand coda times cloudy, Went wind preraling, No cage in the 


Vere) 


Champaran, 5, 10, 


Parwa Drve. 
pene? 

re 

& 





f 98 |Monghyr, oth 
e 
4 
i  §4 |Bhagulpore, 18, 
i 85 | Purneat, » Ww 
a 


iJ ‘Southal Porgha. , 1, ,, 


F 87 \outtack, » bo 








Onwea Divw. 





89 |Balasore, » 10, 


CHOTA NAGPORE, 


South: Western Frontier 
Agency. 


40 |Hazareobagh, Dec. 10, °76} 


41 |Lohardugga, , 1, 


42 |Singbhoom ... 
+ 48 |Manblioom, Ty w 








Mi. 


Ni. 


Nil. 


Nil. 


Nil. 


Nil. 


Ni 


Ni 


‘Nil. 





prospects of the crops since last report. Cotton and rakur pulse 
well, Sugarcane manufasturo is going, on. Paddy is still bei 
Babboe crops are progressing fairly’ “Tho beary dows atquight has Lopt np the 
moisture in the feldny the orops too are. being irrigated where practicable, 
Poppy coming on well, In Gopalgango, an outpost of than Burrowli, in the 
Sewan sub-division, there was o slight fall of rain, which did, much good 
to the crops. General health is good, . 


: e 

Weather mild and cool. ‘Thore was slight shower on Saturday. Cultivators 

Inve eommencod harvesting the aughani, or late leo erop, te cutiurn of 
which is ns bad as reported Defore, aud there is nothing new to report. 





‘being cut. ‘The outturn on the high lands is vory scanty. On tho low Iands 
the outturn is good. On the whole,as previously stated, nearly nn average crop 
will be cut, Very favorable weather at tho beginning of next year will secure 


1 good rubice crop. 
|Aughani harvest is ing. Rubbee prospects aro still good. General health 
is very good. Prices are not rising. 

Weather warmer during the day time than usual at this time of the your, ‘Tho 


stato and prospects of tho rubbee crops.on the whole are good though rain ig 
wanted, Winter rice is being reaped, ‘The outturn from the low lands is good, 


that of tho upland is gonorally 


‘Weather dry and cool. ‘tly wind from the north-west, Tho harvest of 
rice is going on sstinecsiy, 





|No sneas since last report. Crops promising, Weather fine. Public health 
Prov 


lWeathor bright and cold. ‘The Zaghu, or the first Into rice, is boing reaped and 
gathered. Sarud, or tho main’ Inte rico, is now ready for the sickle, and in 
tome places is boing reaped. ‘Tho mustard, rabur, halai, moony, and kulthi 
palses are promising. In Khoorda the harvesting of the rice crop is in progross, 
‘Other crops promising. Cholera is still raging in parts. 


|Weather fine, Ryote aro still bury in harvesting, Outturn of rice orop is good 
Cholera is still prevalent. 


Weather cloudy and sunshine altornately, but colder than the previous woek. ‘The 
condition of the crops remains the sme, but would be greatly benefited by 
tain, which still holds off. "The outturn of the paddy, which has now beon 
reaped, is reported to be better than was expected. . 


Weather cloudy, with every appearance of rain coming. ‘The narvesting of the 
rice crop is now almost over. ‘This crop has been very fine oue tl 5 
the district, Rain is much wanted for the rudbee ‘crops, purticalarly in 
Palamow. General health is good. 


[Return not received. 


|Wenther too dry, but ploasant—cool in tho morning and hot in the day. The 
state and prospects of the crops are favorable, : 








* Telegram of the 10th December, received on the same day, shows rainfull during the seven days immediately precoding. 
Published for general information. 


Oatourta, StarisricaL Dzpr,, 
The 14th December 1875. 


H. J. 8. Oorgon, 
Off. Jr. Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal. 


[Weather fair. No chango since last week. The rice all over the distriot is 
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SUPPLEMENT TO ‘THE CALCUTTA GAZETTE, DECEMBER ‘1S, 1875. 1475 
rl a 
Weekly Report of Rainfall compiled at the Meteorological Reporter's Office. 
i" a4 ges Race ynca Let 
‘ H JANUARY 
z Dierniors. , *Staxtoms, us be : me Rewanes. 
E bf ask [$32 Inches, [Up to date] t 
Le a : 
BENGAL = ee ails : 
Weornnx Dreraiore. 
ro | St] Na 
jee sy Be 
Burdwan wg OU Mt) 
: Raneopzage « i. i 
Sdanthed 7: n]oxu | x 
Baskoora ms ss |Bankoors ws a en 
: Scoree ae 
wi | Nu 
Py | ican ~{ ae ve “} oma | Nw co] From 19th Sepe. 1876, 
H Midnepore aw «| xa | RW 
8 ‘Tamlook ma | xi 
) | atidnapore a. ed | umn sot, Weis Xi xi . 
. \c0 
Cental {Roy wages Omics | Nil | Not rec, 
Nil Nit 
Hooghly mf] en Nil | Nil 
Nil Nil 
Howeab {)atorent wa | Nil | Prom Sist May 1876, 
Cusrzat Drernrors. 
Saugor Toland xa 
Caleutte xi 
Atipore {9 mu 
4 Busseerbat + A 
Pergunuabs ou | Barnset 
= Diamond Harbour xi 
J Barripore il 
Tact ee z 
Dam-Dare Nit 
Kinbaaghur Bi 
Nears Ni 
|| adda ag] Mahenpore u 
H | Fegtie Nil 
Ranaghat Mi 
Ft Nil 
& Khon Bi 
Toaora aw | Rhoolne Fi 
Bagirhat Nil 
{ 
Ni 
a L 
ue a 
© Ustoorshedabad «4 | Jonuypore ai 
taille Pi ‘Mar, 1876. 
Kanes Nil «| Brom 14th Mat, 1876, 
=| xa} ma | 4700) ditto o 
oan ditto 
Ni | Ma | eio| dio 
Z] om | Na | soc | “site 5 
ae Z]oua |] Na | cre7| ditto a 
Bm | es) e 
f fo70 
Xi | Ml) i530 | ditto .,| Brom 26th Jely 1876, 


























+ BRNGAL.— (Continued) 


Rasrmen Drgrators, 


Fareodpore 


Dacca. 





Backergunge 


Myrenaingh 


Chittagong. 


Noakhelly 
Tipperab 


Currrasose. 


Hill Tipporab 


BEBAR. 


Gyn 


Shababad 


Parma. 


“Mozufforpore 


Durbbanga 


‘Chumparan 


Monghyr 


ees 


Braccironn. 


‘Mhagulpore 


Vurneab 





{ 
{ 
; 
4 


Chittagong Hill Tracts 





=i Office ... 


Moonsheegange 
Manickgunge ‘ 


Fareed) 
Gentes 
‘Madaripot 





Dacor {Ft 


Burrisal 


Patookaly 


Dowlutkhan 





‘Mymonsingh 
amalpore 
‘Atin 
Kishoregang. 





caitngong { Telertnh ‘Ome 
Cox's Bazar 


Nonkholly set 
Comitlab 





Brahmunberiab ‘ 
Rangamates Hill t 
HN Tipper a. 














Inches, | Inchos, 1875. 
‘va | oma 
Ni | Nil 
wi | Ni | sy97] sino 
Nil | Nil | 55:00}. ditto 
xi ditto 
Nil into 
Nil isto 
xi 27h Now 
Nil ditto 
Ni ditto 
Nil ditto 
Nil 4th Deo, 
Nil ditto, 
Nil ditto 
Nil disto 
wa | Ni | 190790] arto 
na | Nil | 196-72] dirto 
Na} Nil | 14736) dito 
si | Na | 11991] aitto 
Na] Na | 9930] ditto 
Na | Na | 73:29) ditto 

| wa} wit | 10872] ditto 

| | 
wi NA | 10102 | ditto 























acl 





» | Notitecorded latte sth Aug, 1876, 


"| Nob eve. Sst Oct. to 6th Nov, 1876, 
ditto. ( 


‘Ditto 
Dints dito, ly 





4) 
¢ 








te 
i 


ee 


{| Bhuddruck 
alge! ~ ac ant | pant 
Sora’, 
| Obandbally 
loattdeh'Tributary Mebals| Stambalpore 
cHOTA NaGPorE. 


Sovrn-Weereny 
Puowrime Aouncr. 


ee: -f Paehumiba 








Lobarduega.. {| Palamow 
Singbhoom | Chyebasta 
Manthoom oon f Borindpere 
ASSAM-& ADJ ACENT| 
ILLES, 
Sythet sae | Sythe 
Sect 
|| Galaga 
Jorvhaut 
| Depa 
ie 
Seobauupor m= | athiepoatie 
| Maneny 
Suntocl 
{| Cherideo 
Benncoe 
Akyab 
Caucurta, 
The Vth December 1875. 
6 
- 


zeit 


Balasore, (PX Bngt’s 08 
~ {acer One 








Nil 
Nil 


Nit 
Nl 
Nil 
Nil 


Ni 
Ni 








Nit 
Ni 


Nil 


Nil 
Nil 


Nil 


Nil 
Ni 





3905, 
8h10 | ditto 
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80th Oet. | From 16th May, and not received 
Gn to Oth October 1875. 








Ww. G, Witton, 


Off. Metewvolugical Reporter to the Govt. of Bengat. 
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Meteorological Telegraphic Report for the period Sth to ‘11th Dec. 1875. 
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> : . 
Results of the Meteorological Observations taken atthe Surveyor-General's Office, 
i Calcutta, from Ist to 7th December 1875. * 
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‘The mem barometer, as likewise the dry and wet bulb thermometer means, are derived fram 
the twenty-four hourly observations made during the day, 

‘The dew-point is computed with the Greenwich constants. ‘The figures in column 10 represent 
the humidity of the air, the complete saturation of which being taken at unity. The receiver of the 
lower rain gauge is 14 feet, and that of the anemometer 70 feet 10 inches, above the level of the 
ground, ‘The velocity of wind, as indicated by Robinsou’s anemomoter, is registered from noon to noon. 

‘ . . 

‘The extreme variation of temperature during the past seven days 20:7 

‘The maximum temperature during the past seven days 84 

The maxjmum temperature during the corresponding period of the past year 783 

‘The mean hamidity during the past seven days 0-60 

The mean humidity during the corresponding period of the past year . 

: . by lower rain ganye 
The total fall of rain from Ist to 7th ~" Uby anemometer gauge 
Ditto ditto ditto, average of twenty-one previous years 
Ditto ditto between the Ist January and the 7th December 
Ditto ditto ditto, average of Lwenty-one previous years ae G7Th 
1 : Gornenautn Sex, 
, In charge of the Observatory, , 


The 9th Decenber 187%. 
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PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT,—BENGAL. 


Genexat Estastisament.—No. 621.—The 18th December 1875. 
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Statement showing heighls over mean sea-level and low water on Rivers Ganges, Bhagiruthee, and Brahmapootra during the month of November \875. 
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Weekly Return of Traffic Receipts on Indian Railways, . 

. i BASTERN BENGAL RAILWAY, 

Approximate Return of Trafic for woek ended the 27th November 1875, on 168} miler open. 
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EAST INDIAN RAILWAY.—MALN LINE. 
Approzimate Returp of Traffc for week encled 4th December 1875, on 1.270% miles open. 
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Approvimate Return of Traffe for weck ended 4th December 1876, on 228} mile open. 
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Proceedings of the Council of the Lieutenant-Governor 
, of Bengal for the purpose of making 
Laws and Regulations. 


Saturday, the 27th November 1875. 


: Present: } 
- | fis Hoon rar Lievrenant-Govennor or Benga, presiding. 
i ‘The Hon'ble V. H. Sonarcn, c.8.1. e 
| * “Phe Hon'ble G. C. Pavt, Acting Advocate. General, aN 
AER The Hon’ble H. L. Damrmr, | 
f ; The Hon'ble Sruarr Hosa, nl 
The Hon’bie H. J. Reynoxps, 
‘The Hon’blo Banoo Juccapanunn Mooxerser, Rar Bananoon, 
Hon'ble Banoo pens Croun Law, 














; ‘The Hon'ble, Banoo Katsropas Pan. “ j 
- CALCUTTA MUNICIPALITY. gate 


RESIDENT —Before calling on hon’ble members to, 
a Sea, visguiite, ies, ower 


cnet: ie aly we athe 





are doubtless aware complaints of different sorts are made about 

xisting state of affairs in the municipality. I have not received any 

definite reprensentations Mii eet and J cannot at all undertake to descrihe 
what the complaints are. I can only declare my general Ethers that 

_ complaints of some kind and sort are frequently made. Well, if these 
‘complaints shall be found to assume any definite form—that is, if any specific 
allegations shall be pointed out to me, or if any rate-payer or rate-payers shall 
come forward in their own names to make allegatiotis, thereby:incurring the 
responsibility which always attaches to gentlemen who put down their names to 
statements,—then I for one shall bein favour of immediately investigating, in 

‘a formal and official manner, such allegations.. If I have power to make such 
inquiries in my executive capacity, I willdo so; butif I were advised that I haye 
not the power, then I should desire to apply to this Council to.give ine ‘the power 

by easton, I for one, on behalf of the Bengal Govertiment, ani perfectly 
ready to immediately inquire into any specific allegations which may he 
made; and I believe that the office-bearers of the Justices will be very glad that 
any specific allegations should be thus inquired into, I should rather poppeae, 
aie I cannot speak authoritatively on that-point, that the Justices them- 
selves will be glad that any specific allegations made by any rate-payers should 

be officially.examined. . ¥ \ _ 

». But apart from all such matters, thero is the general question as to whether 
the constitution of the municipality is all that can be reasonably expected in 
the present state of affairs. Well, when I last adverted to this object in Mase 
last, it was quite uncertain whether public opinion in this city called for any 
constitutional changes. Constitutional changes cf this nature appeared to me 
“to be matters on which the public opinion of this city should be consulted ; and 
inasmuch as there was no urgent etl apparently from the rate-payers, or from the 


public, that there should be such changes, it did not appear necessary to me to 
make any direct movement on the part of the Government. But it *3 to 
me that public opinion among the rate-payers is now manifesting some desire for 


constitutional changes, One distinguished Association of native gentlemen has 
made a represeritation on the subject, and another representation has been received 
by the Council this very morning, I believe, also adyocating some constitutional — 
changes. That being the case, it appears to me that the time has fairly arrived 
when I ought to state to this Council what is the nal of the changes to - 
which I for one could assent. Of course, it is not for me to say what ch: a 
the Council shall sanction; that is for the Council to decide. “ But Beas 
as by law my assefit would be required to such changes passing into law, 
it is as well that I should briefly submit to the Council a statement as to 
how far I for one could agree to go. So without in any way anticipating | 
what decision ‘the Council may be pleased to arrive at, I desire to state — 
briefly the limits as above described. Now, I think that in the Bill we are 
now considering, Municipal Commissioners may be fairly substituted for 
the Justices. Whatever powers, rights, or property now vest in. the. Justices, 
would then yésbin the Municipal Commissioners. Then, the question will he how 
such Municipal Commissioners shall be appointed. I for one always have been, 
and am stil), in favour of the pupeiple of election I think it is most desirable 
that the rate-payers as. a body should be accustomed to study their own municipal: 
affairs that they: should take a.lively interest in. the wacdeings ce expenditure, 
an reducing the necessary taxation to the lowest possible amount. 
in this C 





Besides that, I am sanguine that our hon’ble native 

will bear me out when -I say that it is good, morally 

this country that they should be accustomed to incur that. Ds 
their own judgment-and conscience which is implied by the exercise « 
franchise. The fact that. oe sede: porte ora very large number of 
should have to say whether they will have this man or that to repr 

is in itself a good thing for them. Also, though 1 think there m 

limit placed by the Government on, the powers of the -Munici 

of such ae as this, still, with that lificati 





F ‘thana one or more Municipal Commissioners should be clected: 
the st of the rate-payers, "The, the question arises as to what shall 
be ofa voter. Think, for oné, that such qualification shi 
the 






depend on: the sum, he* pays yearly in the shape of rats, By ‘rates’ 
fou? rates now im) |, namely the house-rate, the policaiedea tv hatte 


rate, md the water-rate. If a limit were taken of Rs. 50 per annum—that ie bi 


,, if it were decided that every man who paid Rs. 50. year in the ‘shi 
fates (all foutirates taken togethers should. havo a vote that wosld’ shee 
constituancy of about seven thousand voters. It may be thought that such a 
onaeeenty: ‘would not be large enough. If that were so, perhaps it would 
be sufficient to say that every man who paid Rs. 20 por Year in the shape 
of rates should have a vote. ‘The precise sum would depend ‘on more inquir 
than we can make at this moment. .I€ will be a question of time an 
discussion, and I can hardly indicate the precise sum at this moment that should 
be made the limit of qualification, except that I am sure it ought not to be 
more than Rs. 50, and T think it ought not to be less than Rs. 20. 

The next point should be what should be the number of Municipal Com- 
tissioners. Before I enter upon that point, there is one matter which 
should like to notice. It is this. It will be undesirable to impose any 
restriction on the electors as to whom they should clect. They may simply 
choose whom they like, but to that general principle there may just be one 
exception. If hon’ble members will consider the ise exactly, they will see 
that there are certain ‘ thanas’ in this town in which the property and intelli- 
gence belong mainly to Europeans, and there are certain thanas, most of them, 
in which these appertain to the natives; the natives are the persons who 
own pi in ‘these latter, and they represent the intelligence of that 

ion of the town, But there are certain thanas in which the Europeans 
chiefly reside. Now, unless some provision were made, it may happen that 
although all the residents of importance are Europeans, the feria Panett 
are natives, and it is possible that in every thana where Muropeans congregate, 
native representatives may come to be elected. 1 think, therefore, it will be 
but fair to the peculiar position of Evropean residents in this place that in 
such particular thanas Whore they reside, it should be laid down that one or 
both the re tives siast be Europeans. ‘There would be, as I believe, a 
‘certain limited number of thanas so situated. But with this exception, and in 

all'the other thanas, I would be for leaving the choice of the electors as free as air, 
"Thus I come to the possible number of Municipal Commissioners, Well, 

after much reflection it appears to me that the best number I can suggest is 
sixty, Out of these at least forty, or two-thirds, should in my opinion be 

. and the remaining one-third be appointed by Government. But 
_ whether the proportion should be one-third or some less proportion than that, 
say, one-fourth, would depend on the decision that is arrived at as to whether 
eats thanas should be chliged to return European representatives. If that 
exception were not Set and if it were'possible that all the representatives 
elected would be Natives, then I think it would be necessary to give Govern- 
ment the -of appointing anch European (official or non-official) gentlemen 
as it may see: ‘In that case the number should be at least one-third to be 
nted by the Government. But if, on the other hand, thit exception 
wed, and @ positive chanco be given to the Europbans in the 
ba leche representatives, then I think it will be 

to haye the power of appointing only one-fourth 

If Government have the power of appuinting either 

then it would be able to select perhaps certain officials 

onin the town, are peculiarly qualified to be Commis- 

in non-official gentlemen, or also certain native 

i ‘Phere may be native gentlemen who hast 
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I believe there are sufficient precedents and analogies for this; but the elected 
members should, in my ape, be elected for four years at least. I think it 
will be important to avoid the periodical excitement which would arise from 
a general election all over the town. Soe AEE 

The last point would be the powers to be exercised by the Manicipal 
Commissioners. Well, though I am, as I have already said, in favour of giving 
the Corporation as mies power of self-gbvernment'as may be, safely possible, 
yet T certainly think that there aro points in which the Government must 
retain the final authority. These points are the ordering of particular works 
of public utility to be ‘execnted, the levying or limiting of taxes, and the 
fixing of the strength of the police establishment. So, I submit,” it will be 
necessary either to pass some general power compelling the Commissioners to 
obey any order they aioe, reecivo: from the Goyernment, or, if that were 
thought ‘to be too general—and I do'not think that so wide a power need be 
insisted upon—then it would bo sufficient to take certain particular ppints, 
such as those I have mentioned, the great works of public Tabi. the taxes, 
and tho police, which may be specified as the points upon which he Municipal 
Commissioners must obey the orders they may receive from Government, I 
should suppose that such occasions would be extremely ‘rare when Goyern- 
ment od thus interpose. The Municipal Commissioners, would order 

_ and carry out great works, would settle the taxes, would find money for paying 
the police establishment with the same regularity, and in the same manner, or 
something in the same manner, as the Justices have done for. many years past. 
But still extreme cases may arise, and I think some of our learned colleagues 
will bear me out when I say that legislation must always cover extreme cases. 
It is indeed for extreme cases, rather than ordinary cases, that laws are enacted. 
If laws are to be enacted, we ought always to make our laws such that they 
will hold water when pressure is excited. ' 

Such, then, is the statement I have to submit to the Council. I will end, 
as I began, by begging it may be understood that I do not bring these 
proposals before the Council at allin a dogmatic manner. I shall be quite willing, , 
Fike Council approves, to place these propositions in a definite shape; and if 
the Council will permit me, I will refer them to the Select Committee for 
consideration, But I hope that the statement I have made, which I have deemed 
it necessary to make at the fern time, will not at all interrupt the Council 
in proceeding with the detailed sections of the Bill; because I submit that most 
of those sections will be needed, whether the powers of the Act are to be 
vested in Justices of the Peace or in Municipal Commissioners, 

Tue Hov’ste Mr. Hogg moved that the Bill to consolidate and amend the 
law relating to the municipal affairs of Caloutta be further considered in order. 
to the settlement of the clauses of the Bill. 

‘The motion was agreed to. e \ 

On the motion of the Hoy’srz Mr. Hoge, the following words were added 
to section 91, which authorized an »ppeal from any assessment to be made 
either to three Justices or to the Court of Small Causes:— ~ i 

“In any case ofan sae to the Court of Small Causes under this section, the said 
Court may follow the procedure laid down in sections three. hundred and twenty-five and ~. 
three hundred and twenty-six.” . N Agalivet 
The Howstx Mr. Hoae said he would now ask the Council to consider 
Part Il of vee IV, commencing with section 66, It would be in the 
recollection of the Council that at the first. mooting of the Coyncil. at which 
the Bill was taken into consideration, the principle was adopted sa tho Council 
that the water-rate should in future not be paid, as at present, i ‘the pwn 
but by the occupier, with permission to him to recover from the r 
of deduction of rent one-fourth of the amount of the water- 
occupier. The chapter was allowed to stand oyer'in order that the 
the different sections might be so amended as to give effect to th 
passed by the Council. When he came, to redraft ‘the sectio 
difficulty was found to exist in giving effect to the 

Council. If we imposed the whole rata in the first 

‘entirely from the water- at would, 

ns poi loss, because at present they 



























or not; one-fouyth of the rate which was su posed to be a i 
paid by the owner for the water used in the neal conservancy oe 
and in, the watering of streets. Of course the difficulty might be met* 

viding that when a house was unoccupied, one-fourth of the rate should be 
vied from the ownpr. +But he thought in practice that would create endless 
confusien. Bills would bo constantly drawn in the name of the wrong person, 
and Mr, Hoae did not think it advisable toshave recourse to such an alternative 
ision. Thgrefore the’only course would be for the Council to decide either 


that in the case ef unoccupied houses no rate should be levied at all, or rovert 


to the present system of levying the rate from the owner and allowing 
him to ver three-fourths irom the occupier. He would therefore move 
that the Council revert to the existing arrangement and allow the water-rate 
to be levied as at present from the owner. 

- The Hoy’stx Mx. Daxrrer. Would ask whether the hon’ble mover could 
give an idea of what the loss would be to the Justices if they were not to levy 
the water-rate from unoccupied houses, and whether he did not think the 
Justices would prefer to haye the power of levying one-fourth of the rate from 
owners in thé case of unoccupied houses, although its levy might be attended 


with a certain amount of difficulty, rather than the alternative of getting nothing 


from such houses. 

The Hoy’pue Mr: Hose said he was not in a position to say what the loss 
would be, but he believed it would be very considerable. It would be clearly 
more to the advantage of the Justices is hays a section giving them the power 
to collect one-fourth of the rate from the owner in & case of unoccupied 
houses, although its collection would be atiended with a certain amount of 
difficulty. He did not, however, wish to press the point, but he thought it his 
duty to pring it to the notice of the Council. 

The Hoy’ste Banoo Kristopas Pat said he had hoped the bon’ble mover 
would be prepared to state the extent of loss which the Municipality would 
ineur if the owner’s rate of one-fourth were not redovered in the case of 
unoceupied houses. His own impression was that the loss would not be vi 
great, and as the rate would be leviable in advance, he believed it would be 
much Jess than if it were recoverable in arrear. 

The Hoy’pie rae Apvocare-Genera observed that if the owner's rate was 
not levied on account of vacant houses, it would be necessary to define what 
occupation was. He had known instances where houses had been rated as 
occupied where some furniture had been kept in one room of the house. 

‘he Hoy’stx Mr. Hoce’s motion was then by leave withdrawn. 

The revised section 67 was agreed to. 

The revised section 68, which was the counterpart of section 67 of 
the Bill, provided that, for the purposes of the house-rate, the owner of 
any land upon which a house was situate was to be deemed to be the owner 
of the house also. 

Tho Hon’ste Banoo Krisropas Pax said he had given notice for the 
omission of this section. His objection was that it altered the present law. 
Under the existing law the rate for the land was realized from the owner, and 
the rate for the house which stood on the land was recoverable from the oceupier 
or owner of tho house. Thissection contemplated the levy of the whole rate for 
the land and house from the owner of the land, leaving him to recover the rate 
for the house from the owner or. occupier of the house, He did not see the 
justice of this provision. "The Municipality had a large establishment for the 
collection of he rates and taxes, It had also great facilities under the law 
for the ‘realization of its dues; and if, notwithstanding those special pane 
and advantages, it was not able to realize its demand, surely it wouldnot be just 
tothrow the duty of the sn i upon the owner of the land, who had to 

end with great difficulties in macilecien of his legitimate rent. The highest 

tin the had decided that a hut was moveable but not removeable, 
1d consequently the landlord could not seize 2 hut for rent, and in not a few 
¢ he Banoo sKmsropas Par) feared the landlord would be saddled 
for which the occupier was liable. The present law 
ble. It took from the the tax due from him, and 
hut or house the tax due from him. He did not 
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shifted from the occupier to the owner, and he therefove moved that the section 
be omitted. 4 " 

_” The Hon’stxr Mr. Hoaa said he was unable to accept the motion to omit 
this section. In nearly every case, except bustee property, the owner of the land 
was also the owner of the house standing on it. It would «ive riso to endless 
confusion if the Manicipality had to prepare two bills, one for the owner* of the 
house and one for the owner of the land. The section was taken word for 
word, or almost so, from*section 7 of Act I of 1870 of this @ouncil. That 

» section applied, it was true; only to the wafer-rate, but it fiustrbe admitted 
that to fa one law as regards the water-rate and another law aseregards 
the collection of the other rates would ‘be most oe The section 
only affected the owners of busice property, and it seemed highly desirable 
that the landlord, when levying the rents for the huts which were constructed, 
not by him, but by his tenants, should’ alsé include in the rents sufficient to 
enable him to pay the rates on the huts erected by his permission'on his land. 

The Hon’siz rae Apyocate-GeneraL said it appeared to him that the 
objections of the hon’ble mover of the amendment were really ynanswerable. 
He had put it on ‘the ground of principle, that the person to whom the hut 

‘i balonaet should be the person chargeable with the tax. The hon’ble member 
in charge of the Bill said that such a procedure would produce confusion: Tho 
Apyocarr-Genrrat did not think the Council should legislate simply for facili- 
tating the collection of the taxes, but they were also to see that the party from 
whom the tax came was the party from whom it should come. 

The Hon’stx Banoo Krisropas Pat said that in reply to what had fallen 
from the hon’ble mover, he would point out that the present practice was what he 
had recommended in moving the omission of tho section, and it had been in 
operanien since the Act of 1863 had come into force, that was to eay, for 

he'last twelve years; and if there had been any confusion, surely the Justices 
would have come up to this Council for an amendment of the law on this 
point when so many amending Acts had been passed. Then the hon’ble 
member said, that except in bustecs the owner of the land was almost invariably 
the owner of the house which stood on it, and that it would be necessary to 
make out separate bills if the section as proposed to be amended by him were 
not adopted. Now, the Bill declared that the house-rate should be payable by 
the owners of houses and lands, and Banoo Keisropas Pan did not think that 
any alteration would be needed if the present section 66 which had been passed 
came into force. The provision in the Act of 1870, a8 pointed out by the 
hon’ble mover, only applied to the water-rate, and when that law was passed 
the water-rate was payable by the owner. That principle had now been 

* modified, and the provisions of section 7 of Act I of 1870 would notapply to the 
presen case. He would therefore urge that the section before the Council. be 
omitted. ¢ 

The motion was agreed to. 

The revised section 69, which enabled the owner of land in such cases to 
recover the house-rate from the owner of the house, was also omitted on the 
motion of the Hon’ble Baboo Kristodas Pal. 

Section 70 provided for the remission of a portion of the house-rate when 
a house was vacant. 7 

The How’ste Basoo Kaisropas Par said this section was the same as 
section 68 of the old chapter, in regard to which he proposed the addition of 
the following words to the end of the first paragraph :-— 

“It-shall be lawful for the Chairman to exempt any unoccupied land from assessment 
for the period of non-occupation for special reasons shown to his satisfaction, subject to the 
approval of a Committees of Justices. 3 ne a3 

Under the law unoccupied houses and lands were chargeable with half the 
house-rate, It had, however, been the practice of the Justices for the last twelve 

ears, and until'a very recent date, not tolevy any rate on account of unoceupi 

nd during the period of its non-occupation. tt was true that the law did 
allow the Justices to charge if rate, but they did not think it fair, and so. 











. they did not until recently levy it. Such being the case he was of opinion 
this practice should be sanctioned by law. Ho need hardly point out that 

* there were duséee lands in the northern portion of the town, the greater portion 
[ t and 
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of which was unocoupied. If i 0 ‘ 
Gf shaee tarda thar dhs rates ee ean merit aie a Bes be ie ae 
from the occupied portions thereof; and rememberin, at the oe 
in many cases the only means of livelihood of the radia ty 
if the law declared the unoccupied land to, be ct able wt , eee 
Hé would propose that a discretion be given to the Ohai et ee 
to mies an’ ae Ignd where-he was satisfied that thoi sees peek ead 
wo m hardshi 3 ripe 
Ziv wo le om a sons nie) He was cbnfident that the discretion so 
»The Hoy’ste Mr. Hoce said ho was entir fe 
He  fhanght — should efiria the pean ther er oer a poe} 
a 101 assessed. e cou nm 
Chairman should be vested with disgretion ae mate eh 7. <a iv 
of unoccupied land should be put on the same footin, adn ade the maeat 
of. eee taxes, and no distinetion should be mad as found vidi ‘cee 
+ The How’srr Banoo Doorca Cuurn L&w said that these Ia as iat; 
unoccupied from no, fault of the proprietors, because no bi nef eee 
obtained from their remaining unoccupied. "Many of these ua ; pout ea 
remained unoceupied for a very great length of time. The Muniel it , ped 
in these cases been showing indulgence all along and it would 2 e 
. hardship to the owners to bring these lands under ‘assessment now. Sa 
The How’sx Mr. Hose observed that for some time the J ustices had. been 
tobody ton these unoccupied lands unde assessment. They exempted 
. _» His Honor rar Prestent observed that there w: i l 
from the hon’ble mover of the Bill, that the Comal midst! pre rene Ge 
unogeupied lands should be made liable to the payment of ‘Yates or that th 7 
should not. If you allowed a discretion to the office-bearers of the Munict rity, 
it Sn muneceeeerily invidious duty on them. aay 
y on’BLY Banoo Knistopas Pan admitted objecti 
and would therefore accept the principle of foal saveigainn eins 
been the practice for the last twelve years. He would withdraw his ane 
ment, and move that all unoccupied land be exempted from assessment, Z° 
The How’stp rae Apvocats-Genera, did not see on what ground the 
motion was put. If an owner was excessively poor he ought not to boa 
. Proprietor of land. He could not make out why the owner of unoccupied land 
should not be taxed as well as the owner of an unoccupied house. ‘There was no 
difference between a house and land, and he could: find no principle on which 
the eran could be claimed. 
e. Hon’pux Banoo Karsropas Pat said the reason for the pro 
tion was this, that éustee lands in many parts of the town pepo wholly 
occupied. Large portions of these lands lay unoccupied from year’s end to a 
end. It was true that the demand for land was increasing, but for that class of 
land it could not be said to be increasing to any large extent. In fact, poor 
‘people now found it much cheaper to live in the suburbs than in the town. And 
as the land lay unoecupied from no fault of the owner, and as its assessment 
under the hal#-rate clause would press very severely upon the poor proprietor, it 
was the exceptional circumstances of this property that called for exemption. 
Natives, it was -well known, did not like to part with land, particularly 
ancestral land, however unremunerative it might be, and however poor their 
circumstances, and it would be extremely hard if they were forced to sell it. 
‘Afters some further conversation, the How’stx Banoo Karsropas Pat's 
motion was negatived, and the section’as it stood was agreed to. 
_ # The revised sections 71 to 76 wore agreed to. 
‘ te revised section 77 provided as follows :— 
2G: house is ovcupied by moro than ono porson holding in severalty, or is 
BE a value than eas "himdred rupees, the Josie may Sones the fos ao 
which 


and rates owner of such honso, or upon the owner ofthe land on 

po to irae ore A ce ‘ 

_ 4 The Hov’stx Banoo Knistopas Pay said he had given notice of an amend- 
‘in the corresponding section of the Bill. ‘The Council had accepted the 

each class of rate-payer should pay his own dues to the Muni- 

| was to say, that the occupier should pay the ogcupier’s rate and 
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the owner the owner’s rate. Such being the case, he did not see with what 
‘consistency, this section could be adopted, because it enabled the Justices to 
recover from the owner the police, water, and lighting-rates of a house of less 
annual value than Rs. 200. There was, it was true, a similar section, in the 
present law, but it was justified on the ground that the rates were now 
payable in arrear. And as it was believed that the Municipality might suffer 
considerable loss in recovering small sums from small tengnts, the law required 
the owner to recover these small sums from the occupier. The law having now 
‘been amended and the occupiers rate being now made payable int advance, the 
liability to loss would be minimised, and he therefore thought it wold be 
consistent to amend this section in conformity with the coe already accept+ 


ed by the Council, 


With this object he would move ti 


© omission of the words 


“ or is of less assessed annual value than two hundred rupees” and or upon tho 


owner of the land on which such house is situated.” 
The How’str Mr. Hoae said the o 


ject of the section in the existing law 


bi 
was to. exempt the poe classes from Seitz unnecessarily harassed, It wad 


thought desirable t! 


at the indigent classes who were unable to read or write 


should pay their rent and tuxes to one person, viz., the landlord, and should not 
be called upon to pay the lighting, water, and police-rates to the Justices, 
After some further conversation, the Council divided}— 


Ayes—4, 
Tho Hon’ble Baboo Kristodas Pal. 


» 


» —_-» Doorga Churn Lew. |, 
Mr. Dampier. o 
” the Advooate-General. He) 


No 
The Hon'ble Baboo Ji 


” 
” 


‘ote—5. 


an ore jee. 
Mr. Reynolds. ; ais 


» Hog; } 
»» Schalch. 
the President. 


‘ 
So the motion was negatived, and the section as it stood was agreed to. 
The revised sections 78 to 80 were agreed to, 


On the motion of the Hoy’suy tae Apvocats-GexeraL verbal amend- 


ments were made in section 186 regardin, 
the removal of projections from houses when 


‘ 


the payment of compensation for 
awfully made, 


In section 208, regarding the inspection of drains, privies, and cess-pools 
an amendment was made on the motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Hogg, pronding 


that in the case of inspection in zenanas‘ notice in writing of not 
four hours” be given, instead of requiring that such inspection should be made * 


‘(by the agency of women.” 
Sections 211 to 222 were agreed to. 


behalf by the Justices, omnse such privy, together with the necessary pipes, drains, and water ° 


Section 223 provided as follows :— 
“TE the Justioos think that any’ privy or additional"privy should be provided for any’ 
house. or land, the owner of such house or land shall, within fo 


less. than 


fourteen days after notioe in that 


pi 
supply, to be constructed in accordance with the requisition of such notice, and if such privy 


be uot: so constructed to the satisfaction of the Justices within suchyperiod, the Justices may « 
drains,. and water-supply, to be so con- 


i 
ihe exponsoe thereby innurred shall be pala Hy Bho owen.” 


cause such, 
structed, ans 


i 


ivy, togethor with the neoossar 


The How’ste Bazoo Krtsropas Pan moved the omission in line five of 
the words “or land” and the insertion of the words of such house” after 
“owner” at the end of the section. This section, he said, had been copied 
from the Bombay Municipal Act, “but the circumstances of Calcutta were 
different. If the owner was made liable to provide a separate a for each 


occupier on his land, he would be 
he was not 


to build privies was laid upon the owner, w! 
think was fair or just. 


the owners of bustee pi 


that such arrat 
sanitary precaut 


/ 


r 


ich 


juired to do what under tl 
juired to do, and what he in justice ought not to be made to do. 
The practice in this town was that the occupier rented the land of the owier 
and built his own hut and privy on it. By the pone section the liabili 
i joo Krisropas Pau did nm 
The Hon’nr Mr. Hooe said the question resolved itself into this, whether 

rty, who were in the habit of letting. out thoir P 
éo the poorest classes of the inhabitants of Caleutta, should be required to & 

ents were made in their dustees as to. | _reasd 
‘tions. It was obvious that wherever privies had to. 


eo ent Act 






ons 










in connection with the scheme, it would entail consid i 
ne for pipes bad too aid down in connection with the Po ea: 
not fair to impose the cost of such improvements of a permanent 
character .on tenants who were simply tenants-at-will liable to removal on @ 
month’s notice, omno ‘notice at all. fore the section provided that the. 
ownets of bustee property should be required to construct at their own cost such 
permanent Sanitary arrangements within their own land as should prevent the * 
place from bevoming a nuisance, To impose this duty on tenants-at-will, who 
could not remote latrines when they relinquished the land, would seem 
obviously unjust, and would moreover be impossible, ‘as they were too poor to - 
carry out improvements of such a character. 
The Hon’nie tne Apvocare-Genenat said the section appeared to him to be 
very wide. Suppose, in the opinion of the Justices, the owner of each hut 
» required a separate privy, the landlord might be called upon to. construct as 
many privies as th@re were huts on his property. 
+ The How’siv Banoo Krisropas Pat observed that under the existing law 
no hut could be erected in any bustee without the sanction of the Justices, 
The igen ‘was requited to send in an application with a plan to the Justices, 
and be ustices were'bound to see that proper sanitary arrangements were 
provided. <a 




























ON? ‘oa said he was unable to see how the section could 

lly drawn. Bustee land was a most fruitful source 
and the chief cause of such nuisance was the total 
absence of pll sanitary arrangements, It was therefore deemed advisable to 
‘ive power to the Justices to insist on sanitary arrangemonts being provided 
by the owners of the land, who were generally wealthy persons. To impose 
at duty upon tenants-at-will, living from hand to mouth, seemed most 
inequitable. 

His Honor tHe Present remarked that nothing could exceed the insanit 
condition of these particular places to which the hon’ble mover alluded, 
He had himself seen some of them, and it was almost incredible that such 
places should exist in a city like Calcutta, He had never seon anything like 
it in any other city in India. 

‘The Bowmen ie, Dawrrer said that the section as drawn included houses 
« tenanted by wealthy occupants as well as huts tenanted by the poor—lessees 

gs well as tenants-at-will. He admitted that there was a large class of huts, 
those in dustees, of which the tenants could not possibly find the necessary 
capital to provide proper sanitary ments, and upon whom it would not 
be fair to put the whole expense o! Senajrnotins these permanent improve- 
ments. Would not the hon’ble mover be prepared to adopt some such arrange. 
ment as was provided in regard to the’laying on of water-pipes in houses, that 

capital should be found by thp owner, and that he should be able to recover 
interest on the outlay during existing leases? 

The Hon’sie Mx. Hoae said he thought that proprietors should be held 
responsible for constructiug, such sanitary arrangenents in their houses, whether 
large or small, as were reasonable. erefore it would not be fair to call 

the occupiers of houses to onstruct permanent improvements of that 
apace ‘As the law stood, most of the proprietors of large houses had 4 
reesived notices, and did construct the necessary works, without calling w 
ir tenants to pay any portion of the cost, although it was not quite clear 
the Municipality could compel them to construct those works. ‘ 

f Hoxp'ie THe Apvocate-Ceneran observed that by the in tion 
use the word ‘house’ included a hut, and thence arose the main He 
me \eaes into two parts, and separate provisions 

nd huts. 
Karstovas Par’s amendment was negatived, and the 






























~ In section 249, relating to the removal of huts built avithout notice, amend- 

nts were ose the motion of the Hon’sre Banoo Kuistopas Pax, with 

a-view to sata | e owner of the ground upon which the huts were erected 
from being ealled upon to take action under the section. 

» Section 250 was a: to. Sigs: 

Section 251 provided ‘as follows :— « 

_ © Whenever the Justices in meeting, other than.an eading poet LoS Satisfied, from 
inspection, or by report ion Shes open that any existing block of hute in the town is, 
by reason of the manner in Whi e huts are constructed or crowded togather, or of the 

- want of drainage aud the impractioability of scavongering, attended with risk of disonse, 
or prejudicial to the health of the inhabitants or the neighbourhood, they may cause a 
notice to be fixed to some conspicuous part of such block of huts, requiring the owners or 
occupiers thereof, or, at the option of the Justices, the owner of the land on which such huts 
are Dui, ‘within a reasonable time, to be fixed by the Justices for that bis ori to cause such 
huts to be removed, and such roads and drains to be made and the Janes to be filled ap, 
oe to execute such other operationsas the Justices may deem necessary for the avoidance 

of such risk, + — | Mi 

And in ease such owners or occupiers of the land shall refuse or neglect to exeoute such 
operations within the time appointed, the Justices may causo suck) huts to’ be taken down, or 
such operations to bo performed as the Justioos may deem nooessary to prevent such risk; and 
the expenses thereby incurred shall be paid by the owner of the land, t 

“Tf such huts be pulled down, the Justices shall cause the each hut to be sold 
separately, if such sale oan be effected, and the proceeds shall be paid to'the owner of the 
hut, or if tho owner be unknown, or the title disputed, shall be held in. deposit by the 

_ Tustioes until the person interested therein shall obtain the order of a competent court forthe 
payment of the same. 4a, ° 

“The Court of Small Causes shall be deemed a competent court for that purpose,” 


The Hon’stx Basoo Katsto Das Pau moved the following amendments :— 


(1) to insert after ‘neighbourhood’ the words ‘ whiclf shall 
be certified by at least three medical officers ; ’ 
» (2) to insert ‘main’ before ‘drains;’ ° 
(8) to omit from the end of the first paragraph the words ‘and to 
execute such other operations as the Justices may deem 
necessary for the avoidance of such risk, * 

He said, perhaps it would be convenient to discuss this section with the 
section of which notice had been given by the hon’ble mover, because this 
section as well as the proposed new sections were all connected with the 
question of bustee improvement. f . 

The How’ste Mr. Hoce thought it would be better if the section before 
the Council were discussed on its owt Merits, leaving out of consideration 
for the present the sections of which he had given ached " 

The How’ste Bazoo Kristopas Pa continued :—This section, as at 

resent worded, was very equivocal, because’ in the first place it was not clear 
BS the circumstance of the liability of a particular locality to risk of disease, 
or its prejudicial effect upon the health of the inkiabitants of the neighbourhood, 
was to beascertained: He dared say it was contemplated that the Justices 
should be first advised by their Health Officer of the den, 8 condition of a 
particular busiee before they served the notice mentioned in the section, But 
there was no provision in the section which required the Justices to take the 
opinion of that officer. As the works contemplated by the section would be 
extensive and ‘expensive, BaBoo stopas Bst would recommend that in 
no case should any such works be ordered by the Justices without a certificate 
from three competent niedical officers. He thought that in a matter like this, a 
matter of life and death, the opinion of three medical men ought to be had 
before any steps were taken under the section. ’ aia OF 

Then, as the section was worded, the owner of a bustee might be required _ 
to provide the whole of the drainage works that might he colisidered necessary. 
‘The Council were probably aware that a Committee of Justices *h: i 
appointed to onthe improvement of busdees, and th the 
main drains should be constructed by the proprietor of theiland, that the 
subsidiary house-drains by the oiwners and occupiers of mn! 

«as this section was framed, all the Seana works might 
done.by the owner at the direction of justices, He 
qualify «that part of the section by the insertion 
aN ANE ? 





. 



















word»for word the same as Section 129 of Act VI of 1863, ex 
sanction, of the Government of Bengal had been left out, for the purpose of 
throwing the whole responsibility of putting the section in force ‘upon the 
Justices. Should the Justices be unable or unwilling to put the section into 

- force, then the sections which he was about to propose would enable the Lieu- * 
tenant-Governor to-step in and take such action as he might think necessary to 
awoid the risk of disease. The hon’ble mover of the amendment know that 
an endeavour was made to put the law into operation, and it wag found that the 
provisions of tho law. were not sufficiently stringent to compel the owner to 
execute such works as the Health Officer and Enginecr considered absolutely 
necessary for effecting proper sanitary arrangements, Mx, Hoga thought it 
would not be-wise to fetter the discretion of the Justices in any way; and he 
felt that in the exercise of their discretion they would be rather inclined to 
take somewhat mild, rather than too stringent, méasures. 

His Honor tae Persipenr observed that the condition of theso bustecs 
was extremely bad. That really was hardly creditable to such a place as 
Calcutta. It was not worthy of the sanitation that ought to prevail here, and he 
would beg to explain to their hon’ble native colleagues that the spirit of the age 
seemed to have resolved.that there should be proper sanitation in such great 
cities. And it was not in the power of even ‘he Daatioas to fight agamst the 
inevitable tendency of the spirit of the age, These busdees would not practi- 
cally be allowed to remain much longer in the condition in which they were 

now, and sooner or later the Executive Government would be compelled by the 
mere force of enlightened opinion, not only in this country, but in the whole 
world, to do something to improve the condition of these bustecs. He made 
* that remark in the hope that his hon’ble colleagues would give their best 
attention to the subject, aud co-operate so as to enable the Government eflec- 
tually to remedy the present state: of things. It was most wonderful how in 
this ti city, with such great publie works, there should be such discreditable 


places existing in it. 
The Hon’ste Banoo Kuistopas Pa’s,dst and 3rd amendments were 
then to. a 
© 2nd amendment, for the, insertion “of the word ‘main’ before the 
word ‘drains,’ was put and negatived. 


The Hon’nue Mr. Hose said he would now beg the attention of the 


Council to the sections which he had prepared with the object of enabling the 
i to take such Saeon we he might think necessary on the 


report the Sani Commissioner of Bengal, in. case the Justices found that 
eaiaes i of Becton 2a were not sulicigut to enable them to carry out the 
i en they considered, necessary,” or in case they "might not be 


ae a i 
i t visions of the law.into force. In} the sections he had 
po Sa ea poced the whole onus in the hands of the Lieutehant-Governor 


















ks to be executed on the written report of the Sanit 
os ie purpose of ringheak of disease reer 
locality. iS tho question was a very ant one, and as the * Bill 
e ‘bo referred back to the Committee for other purposes, he would 
the-sec' yw, proposed by him be foferred to the Committee 
carefully considered in Co.nmittee before,being brought 


did not expect that thesé 
ittee of the whole Council, * 
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‘arrived at that conclusion upon several cogent reasons, the, chief of which Banoo 
Kristopas Pav would now state to the Council. In the first the Commit- 
tee thought that the Council would be dealing unfairly with the Justices to 
take the power, as it-were, from their hands and place it in the hands of the 
Government, because, as far as they could see from the reports of the Justices, 
they had not been onebrg (8" their exertions to give effect to the provisioas of 
the law as it now stood. If tho law was defective, it was not the fault of the 
Justices. Since the question was started six months ago, one or tyo dusfees had 
beeri taken in hand by the Justices with the consent of the proprieters. Apart 


“from that, the sections inyolyed, he was constrained to say, a serious eqmpro- 


mise of principld, because it gave the Government power to take land, as it 
‘were, without giving any compensation to the owners. A French philosopher 
once propounded the theory that property was theft, . But these sections in 
effect; proposed that the ownership of property was a crime which should be 
visited with confiscation, . 

They would empower the Government to erste the owner of his estate 
for a time in order to ¢: out improvements which he might not have the 
means to carry out;.and if the expenses of the improvement were not recovered 
from the proceeds of the estate within five years, the owner might be allowed 
a stipend from the income of the estate—for life it mightsbe, for no specific 
time was mentioned—until the whole cost of the improvement was paid. 

The Council having accepted Section 251, which gavo power to the 
Justices to carry out the necessary improvements in dustees with a view to 
avoid risk of disease, he did not see why it was called upon to make further 
proyision on the same subject. The section which the Council had just passed 
was broad and comprehensive enough. If the owner did’ not carry out the 
works enjoined by the Justices, they were empowered to do so, and to er 
the cost from the owner. Thusa very wide discretion was vested in the Justices 
for the reclamation of bustees. And here he begged to State, for the information 
of the Council, that not only the native members of this Council, but of the 
Corporation, and the owners of busiecs as well, were willing to co-operate with 
the Justices for the proper sanitation of the bustees. Since the present agitation 
had commenced at the instance of the hon’ble mover, who was Chairman of the 
Justices, the Council was aware that the Justices had come forward zeulously 
and required the owners of certain ‘uséees to carry out the nec 
improvements. ‘These improvements would cover in some cases from about fiye 
or six years’ income of the estates concerned, One proprietor, who was a wealth 
gentleman and who wasina position to meet heavy expenditure, had consented 
to the execution of the works by the Justices. Other owners were not so fortu- 
nately situated, and it was well worthy of consideration whether, in ordering 
improvements, due regard shoulfl’ not be had to economy. If some of the 

prietors had not as yet responded to the call of the Justices, it was more 

om want of means than from a‘spirit of obstructiveness. At the same time 
he should mention that, however unsightly and disagreeable these dustee 
localities might be, there was nothing to show that there was a Sane rate 
of mortality in these duséees than in other parts of the’town. We had had 
dismal pictures of varying merit from the pen of different writers of the state 
of these dustecs ; but not one of them had favored ithe public with any reliable 
statistics on ‘the subjoct,—not even. the Health Officer of the Justices. ‘This 
defect was poitited out by the Army Sanitary Commission, who said:— — 

«For sanitary purposes, information be; that afforded by city death- 
rate, even if this Gre caloe 5 is ninoltely none The dant oet a tant ‘the 
iain ee ai ieee officer of health has best in his power with the 
present data to localize thowleaths (not the death-rates) of of population, 
extreinity of which stands Jo Street, to which 318 TTeathe are ascribed, 
other groups givo betwoon 40 deaths, ” Facts of this class aflord little real : 
tion, and it is to be hoped that in future reports the officer of health able to give not 
only the total death ratios to population of streets and loctilities, the ratio of deaths 
from endemic diseases From. comparison of such data the locajities where expenditure for 
sanitary purposes is most required could,be at rice ascertained.” 

Banoo Krisropas Par, was coristrained: to say that what the Sanitary 
Commission had was | r treme. | F 
show what had been Soong in these 
statistits whatever: consequently. wsiiaar aear 
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of the unhealthiness of the busdees-was mere speculation. There had been no * 
sanitary ite Be and that although the Justices had for twelve years had 
a nsible Health, Officer, Judging from the general rate of mortality, in 
this fown it migitt be said that it was less finliealoy. than even English towns. 
Thus, in the United Kingdom, the'death-rate was about es fi 1,000, in London 
24, in Manchester 30, in Liverpov] 88, and in Sunderland 37. He was lately 
reading tho dohat in the Houge of Commons upon Mr. Cross’s Bill for t! 4 
lation of artizans’ wellings, and he found that the proposed legislation in England, 
procdeded on a complete scientific inquiry. The fullest inquiry had been made 
about the eee, in thé neighbourhood of poor men’s dwellings, and how far it 
was traceable to the causes attributed, and then aremedy was applied. Buthere 
no such inquiry had been made. 
atoo Krisropas Pat would like to know what was the proportion of 
mortality the dustecs to the total death-rate of Calcutta. ‘The sections proposed 
by the hon’blé mover left it absolutely to the discretion of the Government to call 
upon the Sanitary Commissioner to order particular works of improvement to 
be effected by the owner of a bustec, which if not done, the Government wis 
to take the estate ta of the owner’s hands and place it under the man: 
ment of the Justieés, and then carry out the improvement. Now, what was the 
course to be fellowed in England in a similar case? He found that Mr, Cross, 
in introducing the Bill, made these remarks, and he believed the principle of 
the Bill had been substantially adopted since :— 

«We think we cannot do better than provide that those who are to carry out the Act 
should be, in the city. of London, the Corporation ; in tho rest of the Metropolis, the Metro- 
politan Board of Works; and in other large towns, the ‘Town Councils, whigh are practically 
tho sanitary authority. "Who, then, shall put the Actin motion? “We procoed entire 
on sanitary grounds. We don’t~wish them to make great, street improvements for their 
‘own glorification. It is onfy sanitary purposes that we have in view—thorofore we think 
the Act should be put in motion by the medical officer, who, by his own view or when called 

hy a certain number of rate-payers, would be bound to report and certify whether in his 
opinion the place was an unhealthy district, whether disease prevailed there, and whether 

was attributable to the badness of the houses. If he found it so, he would have to 
state that, in his opinion, it was an unhealthy district, and that an improvement seheme ought 
to be framed for it. That report would be forwarded to the local authority, being, in London, 
¢he Corporation ; in the restof the Metropolis, the Metropolitan Board of Works, and inlarge 
towns the Town Council. The local authorities would then take the matter into their con- 
* sideration, and if satisfied of the truth of the report, and the practicability of brplying aremedy, 
and.of the sufficiency of their resourees,—because wedo not call on the Town Councils: 
to ruin themselves,—they would pass a resolution that the district was an unhealthy area, for 
which an improvement scheme ought to be provided. The improvement scheme would be 
aired by maps, particulars, and estimates, gietning the lands it was proposed to take 
with compulsory power, and providing for as many of the working classes as might be 
displaved in that aroa, either within the limits of the area or the vicinity thereof, In 
London that is a very essential matter. You cannot pull down a strect in St. Giles’ and 
send the peoplo over to Battersea. Tf you displace the working class, you must lodge them 
in the vicinity of the locatity, otherwise you o{hem paupers and deprive them of the 
means of subsistence. 
ine 4 Buy that any member will think that Town Councils should have the power of 
taking other people's property without compensation.” ” 
- Tf such a scheme were proposed, it would be both reasonable and equitable, 
Where the owner was not able to carry ont the improvement, he should be 
offered the option »f doing so or receiving compensation for his estate, Then 
the Justices, or the Government might take over the busice after paying compen- 
gation, and set an example to other owners ; and if it proved remunerative, the 
x would be ious. Banoo ‘opas Pat held that the sections 
pposed to the iple of the legisiation pted in England. The 
double government, acting through the Justices at one end and the 
' ‘at the other, would operate injuriously in practice; and as he 
that the séctionsvalready by the Gouneil were quite sufficient 
‘object aithod-at, he would No ee that the section® by the 
‘should not be referred back to the Select Committee, as proposed 
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© caction in cases where the Justices were not disposed to carry ‘out improvements 


which should be adopted in particular localities, He was not pressing the, 


Council to adopt the sections he had drafted. He was merely asking that thi 
be referred to the, Committee, in order that such. objections as the hon’ble 
member might have might be considered, Itewas possible that the Committee 


“aii adopt alterations and amendments which would remove the objections 
he had. 


° 

The Hon’suz Basoo Juagapanunp Mookerxser said he “thowght some 
stringent rules should be adopted to put a stop to these abuses in bustees. Iyery 
one was aware of the state of the bustees, and theirs state was dangerong to any 
town, particularly to a town like Caleutta. The question was not whether the 
proprietor was inclined to make the improyement—he might be inclined to doso 
in half a century,—but why should his neighbours be puf to inéonvenience and 
have all these filthy things existing withinaa few yards of their residences. 
He therefore quite agreed that some stringent rules should be passed on 
the subject. Whether the rules framed were sufficient or reasonable, 
was a different question. The hon’ble mover proposed that they should be 
referred for consideration to the Select Committee, and Banoo Juacapanunp. 
Mookexsee was quite prepared to agree that they should We referred to the 
Select Committee, who would take the matter into consideration and frame 
rules suited to the circumstances of the town. 

The Hoy’stx Bazoo Doorga Cuvrn Law said he thought Section 251, 
already passed, was stringent enough, and gave ample powers for the purpose, 
and he could not see what was the necessity of giving more extended powers 
to the Government. If the proposed sections were passed, there would be 
great hardship, and the result would be something which could not be foregeen, 
The very people in these dustees would be the first to cry against it. Most 
of them would have to leave the town, for they would not be able to pay the 
rent asked asa proper return for the outlay incurred by the owner, and the 
owners of these places would also be without adequate remuneration for the 
expense incurred. 

The How’site tHe Anyocare-Grxrrat observed that the wording of the 
sections proposed by the hon’ble mover went beyond the scope of Section 251, 
The sections as drawn would apply to an ill-drained house or block of houses, 


as well as to a dustec; and besides that, the sections were open to the broad 


objection taken, that they did not provide for the payment of compensation, 
If the Government were of opinion that a pestenlar bustee was prejudicial to 
health, let them sweep it away, paying the owner adequate compensation. 
He thought there was no use in-referring the sections to the Committee unless 
the hon’ble mover was prepared with a definite scheme. 

Banoo Krisropas Pan said, in reply to what fell from the Hon’sLy Banoo 
Juacapanunp Mooxenser, that he would read the following extract from the 
report of Dr. Lethby to the Commissioners of Sewers for London not many 
years ago :— 

“T have boon at much pains during the last three months to ascertain the ise con- 
ditions of the dwellings, thé habits, and the diseases of the poor. In this way’ 2,208 rooms 
have-boon most cizeumsiantelly inspect, and the general result i tha noary all of them 
are filthy or overcrowded, or imperfectly drained, or ly verttilated, or out of repair. In 
1,989 of these rooms, all, in fact, that are at present inhabited, there are 6,791 inmates, 
belonging to 1,576 families; and, tb say nothing of the too frequent occurrences of what may 
be regarded as a necessitous overcrowding, where the husband, the wife, and family 
of four or five children are conpad into a miserably small and ill-conditioned room, are 
numerous instances where adults of both sexes, belonging to different families, are 
in the same room, regardless of'all the common decenoies of life, and where from: three: €0: 
five adfilts, men and women, besides a train or two of children, are accustomed td herd 
together like brute beasis or-suvages, and where every human instinct of zt 
decency is smothered. Liky my wor, I have seen grown persons of sexes: 
sleeping in common with their parents, ers and sisters ard cousins and even the casual 

uaintanes of a day’s tramp, occupying the sama bed of filthy mgs or wont 
mefiging tn teal in the midst of males end fernales of different families that tenant 
samo room ; wherg birth and death go hand in hand; where, the child but newly. 
patient cast down with fever, and the corpse waiting for interment, haye no separ 
each other or from the rest of the inmates. Of the many cases to whi 
are some which have commanded my attention of 
in which from threo do four adults of both sexes, wit many 

and ofien sleeping in the same bed. I haye note of three or four 
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forty-eight men, seventy-three women, and fifty-nine children are living in thixty-four rooms. 
one room fhere are two men, three women, and five children, mie sti pie four 
Pie ead we children ; and when, about a fortnight sinoe, I'visited the back room*on the 
ground floor ot No, 5, I found it oconpied by one man, two women, and two children, 
and in,it was the dead body of a poor girl who had died in childbirth a fow days before. 
bea os tretched ont on the bare floor without shroud or coffin, There it lay in 
peat cet we ai nets ask sep it can be otherwise than that the human he 
@ gentler feelings of our nature, when such si; 
2 . ee ee sights as ghose are 
“9 close and unwholesome is the atmosphere of some of these rooms, that ve 
endeavoured to ascertain, by chemical sens wei it does not contain some nie 
duct shige deme that gives to it its foul odour and its rare powers of engendering 
diseaso, I find it is not only deficient in the due proportion of oxygen, but contains three 
times the usual amount of carbonic acid, besides a quantity of aqueous vapour cli with 


ok Ee 


alkaline matter that stinks abominably. This is doubtless ‘the poe of putrefaction, and - 


of various footid ond stagnant exhalations shat pollute the air of the place. In many of 
former and in those of my predecessors, your attention bas been drawn to this: 
pestilential source of disease, and to the consequence of heaping human beings into such 
contracted localities; not mercly that it perpetuates fever and the allied disorders, but 
because there stalks’ side by sidewith this pestilence a yot deadlier presence, blighting the 
moral existence of ec, rendering their hearts hopeless, their acts ruftanly 
and incestuous, and ring, while society averts her eye, the retribute seeds of inoreaso 
for crime, turbulence, and pauperism.”” 

Banoo Knisropas Pau atided that he, did not mean to defend the condition 
of the dustees in Calcutta, but that sentimental exaggerations were always 
beside the truth. 

His Honor the Present said that when the hon’ble member read that 
extract from Dr. Lethby’s report in retort to what had fallen from the hon’ble 
membes on the right (Baboo Juggadanund Mookerjee), he did not seem to 
observe that there was this difference between the two—that we admitted the 
neeessity for great improvement in the dwellings of the poor in various parts 
of England, whilst here it did not seem to be admitted that improvement was 
necessary und imiperatively called for. 

After some further conversation the further consideration of the proposed 
sections, and of the Bill, was postponed. 

‘The Council was adjourned to Saturday, 4th December. 


Saturday, the 4th December 1875. 


Y Present: 
His Honor re Lrevrenant-Governor or Benoa, presiding. 
"Phe Hon’ble V. H. Scuatcn, ¢.8.1., 
The Hon’ble G. C. Paut, Acting Advocate- General, 
‘The Pere th L. Put, 
le Sruart Hosa, . 
The Hon'ble Hi. J. Rexnowps, 
The Hon'ble Banoo Juccapaxuxp Mooxersee, Rar Banapoor, 
The Hon'ble Bazoo Doorca Cuurw Law, “ 
* The Hon'ble Knisropas Pat, 


The Hon'ble Niuwan Syup Asuonar Aur Diver Jona, c.8.1. 


yy IRRIGATION. my . 
| Hon’bl Dauemr moved that the report of the Select Committee 
me Hesor inv ees the provines subjet to the Lieutenant- 
f Bengal, be jnto consideration in order to the settlement of 












form. ended by_the Select 


| the 1 - when the Bill was, con 
valved the Hevenue and Canal Ofiers 0 





in moving that the clauses of the Bill be . 
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Midnapore, and Orissa, who had experience in these matters. The Bill was thén 
amen after consideration of their recommendations, and preliminarily 
re] upon to the Council, It was then published and the Select 
Committee again received suggestions from the officers’ of the digtricts 
he had mentioned; and they had also had the benefit of the opinions of some 
of the Executive Irrigation and Canal Officers of-other provinces. The 
Council were aware that the model they had to go we was ,tlf “ Northern 

. India Canal and Drainage Act,” the main principles of whiéh" were fully 
discussed in the Goyernor-General’s Council ; and it had been the object$ where 
those principles had been once decided, to accept them for the purposes of the 
Bill, and aay to depart from that Actin sueh points as were necessary to suit 
the circumstances of Lower Bengal. Many alterations had been made in 
Committee, and they had been explained somewhat fully in the report of 
the Select Committee. He would’therefort only mention the general scope of 
the Parts of the Bill. S 

Part II of the Bill was the most important of all. The first section 
provided that whenever it appeared expedient to the Lieutenant-Governor that 
the water of any river or stream flowing in a natural channel, or of any lake 
or, other natural collection of still water, should be applied or used by the 
_ Government for the purpose of any existing or projected canal, the Lieutenant- 
Governor might, by notification in the Calcutta Gazette, declare that the said 
water should be so applied or used after a day to be named in the said notifica- 
tion, not being earlier than three months from the date thereof; and the follow- 
ing sections provided the procedure for settling the compensation. As the 
compensation now in question was for damage done by water, which was not 
the subject of the Land Acquisition Act, the Council were not bound té follow 
that Act; but the Select Committee had, for uniformity’s sake, adopted the 
compensation procedure of that Act as far as possible. 

‘They had inserted Section 11, which followed the Northern India Canal 
Act, inlaying down certain classes of damage on account of which no compen- 
sation might be claimed, and other classes of damage on account of which 
compensation might be paid. 

In Section 12 the Committee had reduced the time ‘one year) within 
which claims might be advanced for compensation for damage done to six 
months, considering that period would be enough. In one material point onky 
had the Select Committee departed from the procedure contained in the Land 
Acquisition Act. Under that Act, if no claimant appeared before the Collector 
to settle the compensation, a reference to the Court was imperative. In 
practice it had been found that when the claim was fora trifling amount 
of compensation, the claimants did not come in to the Collector to settle 
the amount simply because it was not worth their while to come in; how 
much less worth their while was it for them to come in before the Court 
to whom a reference then became inevitable in order to settle the amount ? 
To get over this practical inconvenience, the Committee had provided in the 
present Bill that when no party appeared b:fore the Collector, he should make 
an explicit award as to the amount .of compensation which he considered fair, 
and that he should give due notice to the parties concerned that he was pre} 
to pay such'amount, and that unless any ono interested ae er to dispute the 
award before the Court within six weeks, such award should become final, and 

~ that Government should be secured from any further claims on that account. 
As the Bill at present stood in regard to Sections 20 to 24, there* was another 
point of difference as compared with the Land Acquisition Act. When these 
sections were drafted, it was believed that this Council could not confer" 
the High Court appellate jurisdiction which it did not already possess ; sata 
this view the sections had been framed so as to stop short of the provisions of 
the Land Acquisition Act, which allowed an appeal fo the rh Court in 
certain cases from the award of the special Court uitder the Avt. “Recently, 
however, the question had received | ventilation; and the better opini 

_ which was shared in by the Acting Adyocate-General, seemed now to be that 
the Council should not be doing anything wléra vires by following the 
Acquisition Act procedure through, the provisions of which gave 

the High Court. He should Opo ame! 

att} that effect. 















the reference ly and purely on account of the parties eoriee ‘i 
agreeing’ as to the shares of the ST to which they wae 

til ‘That whs a matter entirely n the parties; but it had so 
that under the Land Acquisition Act some Courts had made the Collector iy pa 
of the costs . enetec tel ened obviously was not equitable: 
in ] mn provi at the costs sh i i 
cose ten not b te Co lector, ult be nate ee 

‘provided for entering upon and doing the necessary works 
the méintenance and repairing”of canals and dood expanse, for rset 
such works from accident, and for repairing the effect of accidents, In this 
Part full provision was made for com: ion for Sede done to erops, trees, 
puildings, or any other property, by the | Officers when they entered upon 
ay premises to examine the statosf theirsworks. The amountinvolved would 
be trifling, and thereforo-a summary prodedure was provided. "The Canal 
Officer would make # tender of the amount which he deemed fair to the parties 
concerned: if they were not satisfied, the case would be referred to the 
Oollector, who would fix the amount subject to a final appeal to the Commis- 
sioner of the division. ~ ‘ 

"The Committeo had introduced a new Tart into the Bill, énablling the 
Lieutenant-Governor to provide for the drainage of the irrigated tracts. is 
‘was not provided for im the Bill as originally introduced, but it was ‘known that 

i was absolutely nevessary for the health of the people, and such works 
must be carried on co passu with irtigation. The sections provided that 


‘con ion should be given for the removal of obstructions which impeded 

the “drai of the country, F ‘ 

Part referred tg village channels, and had heen introduced at the 

of the Collector of Midnapore. The subject of these, channels 

was a novel one to village neo le in these provinces, and it was desirable that 

the Act should be so as to give a complete exposition of the system. 

The was to encourage those whose lands might be benefited by 

irrigation, whether they were landholders: or middlemen, or whether they 

were ryots, clubbing together to construct channels by which water might be 

led from canals to their own villages. Every assistance was given to them. 

These channels would confer so much public good that power had been given of 

pop over land under the Land Acquisition Act for the construction of them, 

and the assistance of Canal Officers was also given where the projectors of such 
channels required it. The owners of these channels would use the water for . 

their own fields, and they would take rents from others, not being owners, who 

should take water through the channels. But although these channels would 

be private pro , it was essential to keep them under the complete control of 

the Canal Officers. It was therefore provided that the Canal Officers might 

require the owners to keep their channels in efficient order, and it was also 

e provided that the Owners could not transfer their interest in these channels to 

~ other without the ission of the Canal Officer; and further, that on 

‘4 second occurrence’ of failure on thé part of the owner, after being: called 

on to fulfil his obligations, the Canal Officer might insist on the owner giving up 

; into hands which would keep them in better orden, the owner who 

i ivi ion for the same. 

pei (te ig in Section 59. 

were on the ground, everything would depend on prom) ‘itude 

in respect of these village channels; an therefore n 63 

that if the sole owner of a channel died, the Canal Officer night 

ession of his channel until the | representative of the 

ard. Until that time the Canal Officer would take charge 

'd keep it in order for the benefit of those who were dependent 


that land acquired for a_vill alii! oti not bat 
rpose without the consent of the Canal Officer 
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will of the owner of 
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the person, who required it should be bound to put it to the use for which it was 
acquired, and not for other purpos F . 

In Part VI it was provided that written contracts should be absolutely 
n - There had been much discussion upon the point, and departmental 
officers apprehended difficulty from this condition, But the Government were 
willing, in deference to what was understood to be the wish of the people, ta 
seme the eravep ete eae to paris that written contracts should be pb 

any person was held answerable for the payment of rates ypén, the water 
which was supplied with the consent of the conn Ona) ¢ 

The last section of the Bill vested the Lieutenant-Governor with the power 
of prescribing rules for the working of the Act;and Section 76 laid downtvertain 
conditions with which these rules must comply. The section provided under 
what circumstances only the supply of water might be stopped by the Canal 
Officers without creating a claim for compensation on the part of those who 
had contracted for the receipt of a regular supply. { 

Part VII teferred to the water-rates. Sections 79 and 80. the Couneil 
would see, werewery important. When water was surreptitiously taken or 
wasted, if the person benefiting by the water so taken could be i lentified, or 
the m who actually scommi the offence, these ms would be held 
liable for such charges as the Lieutenant-Governor under the rules might lay 
down. But if it was impossible to identify those who had benefited or those 
who actually committed the offence, then the Bill, following the Northern India 
Canals’ Act, enforced a joint responsibility which was absolutely necessary for 
the proper working of an irrigation scheme. It provided that. in such a case 
all those who ordinarily took their supply of water from the channel ont 
of which the water had been surreptitiously taken’ or wasted, should 
besjointly responsible for the charges in respect. of such water. In fact*the 
persons who were interested in the channels and the preservation of the 
water, were oat saddled with the obligation of-being the rés; ible 
custodians’of the channels. This provision was yery fully diseu in the 
Governor-General’s Council before it was adopted in the Nerikor India Act, and 
this was a case in which there was no local difference whatever between the 
Lower Provinces and Northern India. If the principle held good in one place, 
it held good in another. . i 

Rates and charges under this Part were made recoverable either as rent or 
demauds under Bengal Act VII of 1868. : 

Part VIII related to jurisdiction. It provided for the prompt and sum 
decision of certain disputes which, if not so settled, might lead to the loss of the 
crop on the ground. The procedure was that in such cases the Canal Officer, 
subject to an appeal to the Collector, should make an order which should 

» have the effect’of a decree of a Civil Court until it was upset by an order 
of the Civil Court. 

Part IX related to offences and penalties. 

. | Part X enabled the Lieutenant-Governor from time to time to make rules 
for the working of the Act; and here it had been necessary to give a very wide 
niscreoneey power to the Lieutenant-Goyernor, because irrigation schemes 
were a novelty in Bengal, and arrangements must be made tentatively and 
subject to modifications as experience might teach. 

The motion was ed to, 

Section 6 provided for the issue of a notification when the water of an 
river or stream was to be spolied for the purpose of any existing or projected shat 

‘The Hon’ntx Banoo Krisropas Par moved the insertion of the words ‘not 
being private property’ after the word ‘ water’ in line 6. He said he readily — 
admitted that Government had been actuated by the most benevolent object F meigs 
in proposing this measure, and that the power with which this Bill invested ‘the 
Government would doubtless be applied to the greatest advantage of the people. 
But this section, as it was worded, gave a ‘wide latitade te Government, without, 
at the same time giving due compensation to those who might fall within the scope 
of its action in ¢ase their private rights were tren upon. This section 
suthorized the Government to divert th course of any water channel, r 
public; and reading the section with Section 11, it appeared that 
which had been in Section 11 for compensation would lea 
of private rights. Now public waterways were 
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the general public ; but there might be private waterways or channels constructed ; 


private capitalists, or belonging to private indi 
tes, over which the polis necodiaih erie rH é See Re thie 
nse of which private proprietors claimed ay Dette 
chamtls ae closed or the water’ of the ‘iminiahead, 
as Section 11 was worded, no compensation would be allo i i 
one or Lagat gee saan a channel, called a kee ee 
Bang i on’ble sonno Coomar ' ii i 
the ature to improve and to levy tolls on. The ime ese tgs iS cor 
effected djd not of course answer, and the channel had ng as ‘a be rc 
useful as it was expected to be; ut dti'this: dace if the Goveram t as, 
interfere and divert the course of water it would be perfectly co: se ic viet 
‘so, Under the law the proprietor would be entitled to no eae ee “a 
obstruction or diversion of navigation. In the same way a rivabe Co or 
might apes a canal in the interior, and if Government Fie fe divers the 
coursé of the water, it would be equally competent to dowo, and th Con , 
would be entitled to no compensation. If the com agsation las "0 
section had been framed on an equitable basis, so as 0 meet oat peng 
Banoo Kursropas Pau would not have the slightest objection to it. But readi 
these two sections together, he thought it would be v my hard uy oe 
proprietors if the Government had the absolute right and Bie divert The 
course of any channel or river without at the same time giving due ¢ : 
tion to those who might suffer by its operation. Goveumiat ould 
loubtless'look to the greatest good of the greatest number; but at the same 
time, in pursuing that object, Government ought not to lose sight of the » 
interestsyof those who might suffer by such proceedings. He would be prepared 
to withdraw the amendment, of which he had given notice, if a comparator 
, “were ee eee enough so as to cover the cases he had "men- 
peer oh nian on ought the power which this section gave to Government 
The How’sue Mr. Damerer said, it seemed to him it 
a few words to answer thé objections which were raised by the ard oacine 
who moved the amendment, The hon’ble member was afraid that channels 
which had been oponed out by private individuals and Companies for their 
benefit might be taken possession of and diverted from their courses. If 
the'hon’ble member would look at Section 6 of the Bill, he would see that it 
applied to rivers or streams flowing im natural channels, or any lake or other 
natural collection of still water, and not to artificial courses which might be 
constructed by Companies or private individuals. . 

_ Then the hon’ble member had referred to the case of the Kurratiya river. 
‘This was certainly a natural channel, and might be diverted under the Act; but 
/ there was an Act’ of the legislature which secured to the entleman who made 
those improvements in it the right of imposing and collecting tolls thereon. He 
had that right, and of course that right would be recognized. Compensation 
be awarded in respect of “any other substantial damage not’ falli 
n any of the. clauses (a), (2), or (¢), and caused by the exercise of the 
Powers } € “this Act.” Mr, Dampier thought that under the wordi 

this clause the loss of tolls by Baboo Prosonno Coomar Tagore or his 
i sien rr ig certainly be within the scope of the words ‘any other 

Seas ian oy was or ails ns being eee at the time of 

compensatio: ey wo erefore compensation. 
re Banoo Kristopas Pa said vada hon’ble eau was right 
“Section 6 referred only to natural collections of water; stilt, 
opinion of the hon’ble member, he would submit, 


‘Section 11 would not probably apply to the eases he had 
simp! cause clause @) of Sketion TL referred to the te of 
the of timber or watering eattle. would 
"ble and learned Adyocate-Gerieral as to what the effect of 

(4) would be in sueb cases, and whether compensation 

ne : pies 

said he wil to point out that the amendment. 
¢ member's amendment would in effect be te 












or other consideration. 
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Swe 7 : 
admit that natural channels might be private pfoperty. Now, that 

: twas adhing which wos newer adinitted in - The case of the Kurratiya 
river, which had been alluded to, had not become the vate ‘of 
Baboo Prosonno Coomar Tagore, but he had the right of levying tolls upon it 
as a ial ease for certain improvements made bag but it was not 
admitted that the river was his private property. Honor thought he 
might safely challenge the hon’ble mover of the amendment to point out 

‘any case in which a natural channel became private property.°« 

The Hoy’sin ee eee oa oie that man: inbyi righ included 
in zemindari estates, in whi right of navigation undou! ly bglonged to 
the public, but the property in ah belonged to the zemindars of those estates 
Some of these rivers formed part and parcel of those, estates, and the sunnuds 
hore sufficient evidence in support of his argument. ° y 

His Honor tae Prestpenr said thet he did not think that any of the 
sunnuds or settlements gave the property in flowing rivers to zemindans of 
estates. Thoy might possess the right of fishing, but he did not’ think 
that they ever gave the property in a natural river or stream which was flow- 
ing. The property in a stream or river, that was to say dried-up rivers, might be 
vested in a penta, but not the property in flowing rivers. ‘The in 

. the bed or channel of a dead river might belong to a zemindar, not in 
an actually flowing river, or so Jong as it was a natural channel. He 
yentured to say that the property in the water did not vest in any private 
party; at least such was the case in all other parts of India. He peat with 

tt confidence as regards all other parts of India, and he believed it. was 
fact in Bengal. Tho moment the water passed away and left the bed 
dry, then the claim’ of the zemindar argse. a ; 

The Hoy’six Banoo Krisvopas said that the aN ie had a right of 
way yer these rivers, but the late Advocate-General, Mr. Cowie, gave his 


Age that the bed of the river was the property of the zemindar. He had 
Me ‘ 


the right of fishery. . 

His Hoyor THe Hemtbaict observed that, in reference to what the hon’ble 
member had last mentioned, there was a recent correspondence on the subject 
that no private p should have the right of levying tolls. re 

The Hoy’nte Mr. Dampr remarked that this was only the one) special 
instance in which this was provided for by a special Act of the legislature, 

His Honor tne Presmenr said he thought the hon’ble mover of ‘the 
amendment would admit, in reference to. what had fallen from the hon’ble 
mover of the Bill that in the case he had mentioned there would be substantial 
damage done under clause (/) of Section 11. _Baboo Prosonne Coomar Tagore 
had years ago acquired a lifelong right of levying tolls upon that river, and that 
right would he snbetacronlly damaged by taking up the river for a canal under 
clause (c), and that damage was capable of being estimated and ascertained,— 
that was to say, compensation for the loss of tolls. ¥ f 

The Hox’sie Mr. Daupme said that the right of levying tolls was 
conferred upon Baboo Prosonno Coomar Tagore by an Act of the 
in consequence of certain improvements which he made, and he wor 
that case if the Council wished. It would be observed that to 
Prosonno Coomar Tagore any locus standi in collecting tolls, a 
‘the legislature had been passed, from which Mr. Damper would 
wherever a special Act of the legislature did not confer such 
attached to private individuals. It eee to hiin that the clauses: et 

ion for loss of navigation applied to claims which might be 
itrrespect of the loss of the iki gee and down the river, 
ims for loss of tolls or the traffic, provided such tolls 
hon’blo. member i 
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and would suggest tho insertion of the words ‘exclude cbasio: 
@overnment, or By legislative enactment.’ Ho sg <e willing to oy 
vide for compensation being provided for in the case mentioned. In such 
cases the Council must be careful in putting in any general wording that would 
inelude other cases witich they did not wish to include. If any private 
acquired rights from Government, by special enactment, then if those rights 
were interfered with, he should receive compensation. It had been denied that 
any rights cauld accrue on the part of parties to the possession of natural 
rivers. He® Shrek it had beén lately decided by the Government of India 
that the right of levying tolls on rivers had not been recognized. . 

Thee Hon’siz tae Apvocars-Genrran said that it seemed to him clear that 
a zemindar who obstructed the passage of a river, would render himself liable 
ss isege: It pres quite clear also that the water of a flowing river did not 
long to the zemindar. 

The Hoy’sie Mr, Hoce said, suppose a zemindar at his own cost many 
yeirs ago diverted the course of the water ina river to @ channel, passing 
pases his own property, surely the water so diverted would belong to 

His Honor rar Prestpenr remarked that such a case was provided for in 
Section 11, They did not desire to interfere with rights which now belonged 
to proprietors, but merely to declare the object o1 the Government; and as a 
rule that paunriple had been steadily adopted 1t was un important part of 
public policy that individual rights should be recognized. ‘ 

rigs motion was then put and negatived, and the section as it stood wus 
agreed to. é 

Sections 7, 8, 9, and 10, were agreed to. 

S€ction 11 having been read— 

The Hon’six Banoo Knistopas Pa moved the omission in clause (>) of 
the words ‘ or drinking-water.’ The object of the amondment was, that should 
by the diversion of a watercourse, or by the operation of any irrigation works, 
the collection or quality of drinking-water he interiered with, and the convenience 
or health of the people should thereby suffer, it was but meet and proper that 
compensation should bo allowed to them, so that they might construct good 

inking-water tanks in place of the wator-supply they had be He believed 
the Council would admit the justice of such a provision, and he submitted that 
that object might be met by the omission of the words ‘drinking-water.’ He 
was aware that the North-Western Provinces Act had thot provision, but it did 
not necessarily follow that because that Act contained such a provision it ought 
to find a place in the Bengal Act, the justice of it being open to question, Ife 
would also prope a further amendment at the end of clause 4) of the same 
section in these terms :— 

“Or may be ascertained within five years nest after tho date of notification under 
section 6.” 

"Now Section 11 provided that there should be no compensation allowed for 
the stoppage of water. But he submitted that in many cases the quality of 
the crops greatly depended upon the alluvial deposits left after a flood, and any 
substantial damage sustained by a change in the course of water would come 
under clanse (4). But that clause also provided that such damage was capable 
of being ascertained and estimated at the time of awarding such compchsition. 

Now compensation might be awarded within six months after the issug of a 
notification.» That was far too short a time to ascertain the damage he referred 
to, and even one or two would not be quite sufficient; and he thought it 
woutd not be unjust either to Government or to claimants if five years were 
mi to run within which to estimate the damage which might be cauted by 
*the diminution of floods by the opening of new irrigation channels. He thought 
the damage might be fairly, ascertained within that period, and compenstition, 
should be allowed accordingly: He would thorofore recommend,the insertion at 
d of Section 11 of the paragraph he had justread. Then, again, His Honor 
had been pleased to remark that some provision should he made f 
‘cases to which Banoo Kurstopas Pav referred when discussing, 
he hoped the hon’ble member in charge of the Bill would make, 
with a-view to reconcile clause (c) of Section 11 with clause (#).. 
‘ . 
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The. How’sie Mr. Dawrrer wished to say a word dn reference to what 

+ had fallen from the hon’ble mover of ‘the amendménts, The hon’bke 

, member was mistaken when he said that these words.occurred in the Northern 
India Ganal Act. It was a point which had been departed from in the Act. 
After discussion in Select Committee it was agreed to brin'g inethe words ‘ deteri- 
oration of drinking-water’ as one of the cases which should not be open to 

* claims for compensation: and» the argument was this—that it was almost 
impossible to determine to whom Government should give conpensation, as 
everybody in a village might come in separately and bring in a separate claim 
‘for compensation. That was why the Select Committee put in these ords, 
But they were not in the Northern India Act. Mr. Dasprer must say that in 
his own judgment it was better to keep them in, because there was no use 
legislating things which were impracticable. He would therefore oppose the 
insertion of the amendment. ‘ 

His Hovor tae Prestpenr remarked that the object of the clause was 

to exelude from compensation claims which were of a very indefinite nafire, 
and which might lead to troublesome litigation, the decision on which 
it would be almost impossible to foresee. Once you allowed parties to. go into 
Court and litigate about the deterioration of water, it was impossible to, say 
where the matter might end; and if Government became exposed to litigation 
of that nature, it would seriously interfere with their projects for constructing 
canals, which would embody undertakings of this benevolent nature. That 
was the principle upon which these Acts had been framed. He spoke this with 
confidence, because he was upon the Committee of the Northern India Canal Bill 
which framed this clause. So it did appear’ to him that the term ‘ drinking- 
water’ did come within the scope and intentions of that clause. 





























« 

Tne Hoy’ntx tae Apyocare-Grnerat said that the matter required some 
consideration. He thought there was a great deal in what the hon’ble 
mover 6f the amendment said, and that it would be possible to conceive cases int 
which water had deteriorated in such a way as to be unfit for drinking pur- 
poses. He thought there should be some mode of providing water for villages, 
and although there should-be no compensation given, some expedient should 
be resorted to for supplying what was taken away or had deteriorated. He 
submitted that this matter should stand over in order to consider whatshould be 
done. It appeared to have been left out of the Northern India Act. 


His Honor rae Prestoenr said he thought he might explain, in reference to 
the case supposed by the hon’ble the Acting Advocate-General, viz. that the 
Water in certain villages had become brackish, or in a case where the river dried 
up and became otherwise injurious, that it would be the business of the Canal 
Department to provide some other water, which he thought they would be 
delighted to do. All that it would be necessary to do would be to cut a 
channel from the village, which was the very thing the Canal Department most 
desired to do for the purpose for which the canal was made. H1s Honor would 
have no objection to putting in a proviso, if the Council wished, that in the 
event of water being deteriorated, the Canal Department should be bound to 

» other channel for a pure water-supply. 

The Hon’stx Banoo Krisropas Pan said that if the Bill recognized that 
distinction, he hgd no objection to make. 

His Hoyor tre Presipenr remarked that the point was to retain those 
words, because nobody proposed to give compensation in money. ~The majo- 
rity of the Council ‘seemed to be of opinion that if the supply of water 
was injured, some other supply should be provided, and upon that they were 
agreed. He proposed for the consideration of the Council to retain the 
words ‘ drinking-water,’ and to add to the section a proviso that if the water 
was injured, Government should be bound to provide some other water. 

‘thi was agreed to, and Basoo Kuisropas Pat’s* first amendment was then 
carried. "§ 


Tue Hon'pur Mn. Daurme said the second amendment of the, hontble 
wember was the addition in Section 11, clause (4), after the word ‘compen oy 
of the words ‘or may be ascertained within five years next after the date of the 
notification under Section 6’ As the clause now stood, compensation might be _ 
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given for substantia) damage which was capable of being ascertained and 2 
éstimated at the time of awarding such compensation. The hon’ble the mover * 
of the amendment said that five years should be allowed to uscertair what loss* 
had been caused, and he had instanced the case of benefit to cultivation from 
floods. In this the Select Committee had precisely followed what was arrived at 
after a great deal of discussion and consideration on the very point in thee * 
Northern India Canal Act. It was there d that no compensation should be 
given for thé loss arising from floods which spread all over the country. The 
reason was’that such loss could not be estimated. Here again it seemed to him, 
that the damage was too indefinite for legislation, There might be drought 
and no floods in one year and sueh floods as to he injurious in another, and on 

. the whole the application of a law allowing compensation for loss by floods 
would be impracticable. He should not like to leave open elaims for 
compensation to be made any time within five years, and the Committee had 
contented themselves with providing that claims should be made within six 
ménths. The Northern Indio Bill. allowed one year, and if the Council 
desired it, Mr. Damprer was willing to go back to one year. 

Tha How’stx Banoo Krisropas Pau said a case occurred lately in which 
it was proposed to divert the course of a water channel, and a notice was served 
upon a neighbouring zemindar to know whether he would have any objec- 
tion to carry out the project; and at last the scheme proposed by the Canal 
Officer was disallowed by Government. Suppose such a case as that had been 
carried into effect, and lands not now subject to floods, and which would yield 
crops, should be almost devastated by floods, and great damage sustained. 

The question then arose, it would not,be casy to ascertain damages within 
six months. 

Ths Hoxor ra Present said that the hon’ble the mover of the amend- 
ment would see that the c he mentioned was provided for by Section 12 of 
tho Bill, which said that claims must be made within six months from the dato 
of damage occurring. These gentlemen would come and say, ‘ When these 
works were first made, we did not perceive that there was damage. We now 

erceive that there is damage, and we make our claim within six months.’ 
hat was quite fair, hon’ble members would admit. 

The Hon’sie rae Apvocarr: submitted that the Bill was for the 

d of the country at large, and in carrying out its general scheme objections 
“ought not to be allowed to prevail on the possible chance of some unavoidable 
injustice being done by otherwise salutary provisions. he principle 
seomed just to give fair compensation for any damage done. 

His Hoyor tur Presipryt expressed his entire concurrence with what had 
fallen from the hon’ble the Advocate-General. He thought Section 12 feasible, 
and a longer prolongation of the period most unadvisable. 

The amendment was then put and negatived. 

The Hown’sre Banoo Kristo Das Pas moved the introduction of the 
following words at the end of the section:— ; 

“Tn addition to the amount of any compensation awarded under this section, tho 
Collector shall, in consideration of the compulsory nature of the Acquisition Act, pay fiftoon 
per centum on the yalue hereinbofore mentioned.” 

He observed that he had followed the principle recognized in the Land Acqui- 
sition Act on the subject, and he would submit that what was held to be good in 
the ease of the Land Acquisition Act, ought to be equally good in connection with 
this Bill. He would therefore recommend that fifteen per cent. should be 

- alloyed by way of compensation in consideration of the compulsory nature of 
the acquisition, The Bill provided that where tho market value could not po 
pscertamed, twelve ‘times the amount of the diminution of the annual net 
pvaet of the proj should be reckoned. In addition to this he proposed that 

per cent. id pe lowed as consideration for compulsory acquisition, 

The Hov’piu Mr. Darter eaid ho would observe,’ in the first instance, , 
that,the wording of the amendment could not possibly stand, because the 
compensation were dealing with was for damage suffered and not for any 

sect » They knew: that the principle referred to the 

hon’ble member 


























‘was adopted in the Land Acquisition j by,that Adt if you 
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took away man’s property for public purposes you allewed him fifteen 


cent. in’ addition to the market value; and Mr. Dame might mention 


‘a remarkable anomaly which had come out in working that provision of the 


Land Acquisition Act. When the Collector had agreed for the full price with 
tho owner of the property, and when he was satisfied witle the price offered 
him; and when the Collector made an award according to the amount which 
he had agreed to accept even then, under this provision, the Collector must 
present the proprietor with fifteen per cent. more than the pride agreed to 
as sufficient. That being the principle adopted in the Land Acquisition Act, it 
might be asked why that principle was not adopted inthis Bill. On turning to 
the Northern India Canal Act of 1878, which was later than the Land: Aequisi- 
tion Act, it would be seen that no such provision was made. He did not know , 
whether there was any argument on the subject, but he supposed that if 
reasons had been asked for, they would have been given in this way. That 
when land was taken up for public Paxpoess, it would or might possibly 
be for the benefit of bundiate of others, and not so directly for that of the owster 
‘of the land, who had therefore a grievance in his land being taken in spite of 
him; but in the case of these irrigation works, the person who suffered the 
damage by deterioration of his property in one respect was one of those who 
would dircetly and immediately benefit by the irrigation of the lands. 

The Hon’stx Banoo Krisropas Pau said he was sorry he could not sub- 
scribe to the arguments of the hon’ble member in charge of the Bill. He had 
pointed out that the Northern India Canal Act did not contain a provision of 
this deseription, though the Land Acquisition Act did, and that therefore the 
Council was not bound to adopt that principle in this Bill, Now, the general 
principle recognized by Government was that something more than the market 
value should be allowed to any person from whom any property was ‘taken 
away by a compulsory act of the Government for a public purpose. The 
hon‘ble‘member had remarked that irrigation channels should benefit whole 
populations, but railways, Banoo Krisropas Par thought, were equally bene- 
fetal. Tf a railway was opened out masses of people would benefit. If houses 
and lands were taken up for the purpose of opening out railways and con- 
structing roads under the general Act, fifteen per cent. was allowed over and 
above the market value He did not see any reason why the same prineiple should 
not be adopted in reference to irrigation works. It was true that the Govern- 
ment of India did not follow that principle in the Northern India Act; but if 
the principle was just and righteous, he thought it ought to be followed, whether 
the Government of India had adopted it in one case or not. 

‘The Hon’six Mr. Damprer said he might point out that under the Land 
Acquisition Act, land might be taken up for fifty different purposes from which 
the owner of the land acquired would derive no benefit whatever, and not only 
for railroads and roads. Whereas under this particular Act land was taken up 
for the express purpose of sopeneis x the adjoining property of the persons 
who were put to some minor loss, Lie was certain to get some good in return. 
Mr. Davie for one thought that fifteen per cent. was entirelyunneces 
even in the case of land acquired for public purposes generally. He thought 
that holders of landed property should, if ‘required for the public good, give 
it up on receiving its value in cash, and not a premium besides, 

His Honor+rue Presipenr said that it appeared to him that when fifteen per 
cent. was fixed as an extra compensation under the Land Acquisition Act, the 
principle of allowing such*additional compensation was carried as far as it 
properly could be, It was all very well to ascertain the market value of land, 
hut how could they ascertain the market value of damages ? Damages yere, 
suppdsed to be in full liquidation of all just demands; then why place a percen- 
take upon them ? d 


The Council then divided :— f 
+, Aves 4. { o Now 6. i 
‘The Hon'ble NawabSyud Ashgor Ali DiletJung.| The Hon’ble Mr! Reynolds. 
i a istodas Pal, Pe » Hogg. Bo) 
. »  Doorga Churn Law. £. », Dampier, ‘ti< 
n »  Juggaddnund Mookerjos. bs ee Lis! 


» t. Schalch. 
$ His Honor the President, 
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So the motion wis negatived, and the section as amended was agfeed to. 
° 
' Seetion 12 was to. ~ ; 
Sections 18 to 19 were severally agreed to. 4 . 
Section 20 having been read— ¥ 
; fil sonst Mn. Soe Fate the “age in Me of S words 
“thirty-four inclusive and,” that in line seven the word ‘inclusive’ » * 
be sae the word “thirty-seven” He said that he had mentioned 
in his opening speech that when.the committee on the Bill sat, it was held 
that sthe Council had not the power of conferring sppelats jurisdiction on. 
the High Court in any matter in which that court hid not already such 
jurisdiction. Since then it had so happened that the matter had been a 
* \great deal ventilated and discussed in legal circles, and Mx. Damper believed 
it the better opinion was supposed to be that there was no objection to the 
Council giving the right of appegl to the High Court in those cases in which 
this Bill followed the procedure under the Land Acquisition Act. If the caso 
was referred by the Collector to the district court under that Act, if the Judge 
of that court and the assessors of the court were agreed, their decision was 
final, if the amount awarded was below Rs. 5,000; but if the Judge was of 
one mind ‘and the assessors differed from him; or if the award for the amount 
‘was over Rs. 5,000 under the Land Acquisition Act, an appeal lay to the High 
Court against the award of the court or of the Judge. Now the better 1 
opinion appeared to be that the Council could give the High Court similar 
appellate jurisdiction in compensation cases under this Act, and he had there- 
fore proposed the amendment in section 20, which was simply to the effect of 
putting these cases exactly as they stood in the Land Acquisition Act, 
The motion was carried, and the section as amended was agreed to. 
On the motion of the Hon'ble Mr. Dampier, section 21 was omitted. 
* Sections 22 and 23 were agreed to. 
Section 24 haying been read— 
The How’sre Mx. Dawrrer moved the omission of the second clause begins 
fing with “an appeal” and ending with “conclusive” and the substitution 
for it of the following clause—‘ An appeal shall lie from every such decision to 
the High Court, unless the Judge whose decision is appealed from is not the 
District Judge, in which case the appeal shall lie in the first instance to the 
» District Judge.” : ‘ . 
‘The motion was carried and the section as amended was agreed to. 
Section 25 was agreed to. 5 
The How’stz Mr. Damprer moved the insertion of the words “or of the 
High Court” after the words “ District Judge” in line 16 of section 26. 
| Seetions 27 to 29 were agreed to. 
The motion was carried and the section as amended was agreed to. 
‘The How’srz Mr. Dasrrer moved the omission in the last line of section 
80 of thé words “ with interest thereon” and the substitution of the words “and 
of any sum which he paid as expenses incurred in purchasing the same, and 
of a age which’ might otherwise have accrued.” He would explain 
why this was rendered necessary. Under the Land Acquisition Act money 
was invested in Government securities, and when it came to be paid out 
to the parties entitled, the question had arisen who was to pay for the cost of 
investing the money, and to bear any loss from a fall in the value of Govern- 
‘ment sécusities since the date of investment? Now it was considered that this 
_ charge ‘ought to fall upon Government, and he had provided that when the - 
' amount awarded was vested in Government securities the person entitled to it 
should be bound eventually to accept the securities purchased in full satisfaction 
ee Pareiiled oie cio wt 
2 e motion was carnied and the section as amended was agreed to. 
Sections $1 to 75 were agreed to. i ° 
Section 76 having been read— Bhs : . 
: Banoo Kursropas Par, in moving the omission of paragraph 4, 
as follows—* erin poriods fixed from time to time by the 
ere jt Soe Oe eee any 
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was to sty, when such works were under repairs or whén gny additions were 
* being made to them, in which eases the supply could be stopped, and né 
ecompensation would be allowed to the owner of the village-channel. But clause 
4 left it to the absolute discretion of the canal officer to stop the Syedtag a 
from time to time without any cause whatever. He thought this power wot 
+ ,lead to great hardship and loss, and should be withheld. If there were any 
other causes under which the stoppage of the supply should not be compen- 
sated, they should be specified in the law, and not left to the djséretion of the 
ganal officer. 7 
His Hoyor rar Prestpenr thought he might admit that the wording of 
the section was really too wide as regarded the authority of canal*officers. 
Perhaps'they gave rather an arbitrary authority. But cases did arise some - 
times im which it was necessary to temporarily stop the: water-supply, because 
uestions sometimes arose in which ieee of water took a greater quantity 
than they were empowered under the Act, ‘and allowing it to flow into neigh- 
bouring lands Tlieh be had not taken up. In fact it would come to a simp! 
waste of the water. Such cases had occurred, and it became necessary to gut 
6ff the supply until those questions were settled. Again there were other cases. 
special cases, arising, in which it might be necessary to shut off the water, an 
* which cases would not come within paragraphs 1, 2,3, so that it became desir- 
able to confer upon the canal officer some additional power. Perhaps the 
hon’ble member would consent to retain clause 4 with the addition of the 
words ‘under rules to be framed by Government” after the words “subject to 
the sanction of Government.” | 
The How’sue Mr. Damerer said that perhaps the hon’ble member 
would accept the following amendment:— + , 
“Whenever and so long as it may be necessary to stop the supply in order. 
to prevept the wastage or misuse of water.” . 
The Hon’ble Baboo Kristodas Pal having withdrawn his amendment, 
the amendment moved by the Hon’ble Mr. Dampier was agreed to. 
On the motion of the Hon’ble Baboo Kristodas Pal, the word “ shall” 
‘was substituted for the word ‘“ may” in the samo section. Ho submitted that 
if the supply had not been stopped for the reasons mentioned in the several 
clauses of the foregoing sections, then the claim to compensation should be 
hefd absolute, and the Collector should be required to give reasonable com-+ 
pensation for any loss which the occupier or owner might show. 
The section as amended was then agreed to. 
Sections 77 and 78 were agreed to. 
Section 79 ran as follows:— : 
“Tf water supplied through a village channel be used in an unanthorized manner, and 
if the porson by whose act or neglect such use has oocurred cannot; be identified, 
re wd persons.on whoso land such water has flowed, if such land has derived benefit 
jerefrom, tee 
or if no land has derived benefit therefrom, all the persons chargonblo in respect of the 
water supplied through such village-channel in respect of the crop then on i ety 
shall be liable to the charges made for such use, as determined by the Li 
Governor under section 98.” i 


The Hon’sye Banoo KrsrropAs Pat moved the omission of the section. 


He objected to the section because it was based upon an unsound principle 
It sought to throw responsibility upon persons for acts done by qfhers. 
hoped that the hon’ble the Advocate-General would support him 1 
he said that no man should be held responsible for any act commi wf 
anothdr. But this section provided that though another person might steal or 
waste water, persons living in the neighbourhood should be punished if . 
the real offender could not be discover There was no distinction mado _ 
between the innpcent and the guilty. He was of opinion {hat the section sho 
be thrown out. - * Welpes } lise 

\ The Hon'sin Mn. Danprer said that the two sections ought to 
They involved a matter of principle. They were very fully 
Council of the Governor Gen: and the conclusion arri 
absolutely necessary to enforce the joint responsibility 









person benefiting or the pone tes could not be indentified. Frequent 


eomplaints had yt ‘by tho Irrigation Bi eae Aes the wastage of * 


watery and a general benefit was conferred on the holders of land in any neigh+ 
Dbourhood by water being brought into canals for their behefit. ‘The owhers of 
village channels wndettook the charge of them for their own benefit and the 
eek of their tenants and others. They made themselves respgnsible for 
keeping in order the outlets through which the water was given out Now, if 
water was wasted or taken surreptibouslyy every attempt would be made to 
identify thnse *people who had benefited by the taking of the water, 


or people who kad actually committed the offence. If they could be aenEnet 3 


if the owners of land exercised a proper control and vigilance and coul 
identify the persons who were to blamo, then the penalty would fall upon 

“those persons only. Those who undertook the charge of the village channels 
were the people to whom the canal department had a right to look to prevent 
water being taken away, and ifthey failed in acting up to their meavoneski Hy 
then only would the penalty fall on them. That was tho -principle upon whiel 
the Northern India Act proceeded and upon that principle the present Bill was 
framed, That ‘was absolutely necessary, and without such a section water 
might be’taken’ and enormous expenditure might bethrown upon the general 
Bibs for the benefit of the few. 

The Hon’pue toe Apvoeare-Generat said that he thought the section 
of the Bill was necessary, and it was on the ground of necessity alone that such, 
a provision ought to be passed. Having regard to the fact that persons 
ee sancisd themselves with water watched the operation of each other with 
great jealousy; having regard to tho fact that water-supply was a constant 
source of litigation—he had very little doubt that in any case where water was 
improperly used the offender would soon be detected, and if this class of 
persons only used due vigilance, it would be easy tp find out who had wasted 
the water. If that was so, he did not think there would be much hardship. 

His Honor rae Preswenr said, that there was no doubt that those who 
were interested “in any water-course were perfectly ready to detect any misuse 
of water, and able to prevent it if they were so minded He could assure the 
hon’ble mover of the amendment that in cases whore water-courses were mis- 
used, those persons who made use of the water became extremely clever in 
preventing any abuse if they chose to do so. They had done so in many cases 
and their vigilance was very creditable to them. ‘They were thoroughly able 
to prevent one from taking more than was his due, and if they only chose to 
exercise the samo vigilance on behalf of the Government, he was sure they 

* would have no difficulty in fairly doing their best to act up to the provisions 
of tnis section. : . 
The motion was negatived, and the section was agreed to. 
The next amendment, that the following section 80 be omitted, then fell to 
the ground in consequence of the preceding amendment having been lost. 
Sections 81 to 90 were agreed to. ¢ 
On the motion of the Hoy’nie Mr. Damrrmr vorbal amendments were mado 
in section 91, __. , 
Sections 92 to 95 were agreed to. 
The Hoy’stx Mr. Damrrer then moved the insertion of the following 
séction after section 95, taken from the Northern India Canal Bill :— 
rt n in charge of or employed wy canal or drainage-work may remove 
Hane ore bate talon fg thers orinay take Tuto custody without & weseaat 
and take forthwith beforo a or to the nearost police station, to be dealt with 
according to law, aoe Pane. who within his view commits any of the following offences :— 
_ (1) Wilfully damages or obstructs any canal or bps: cab * 
, ?. *(2). Without proper authority interferes with the supply or flow of water in or 
5 OAK from any canal or drainage-work, or in any river or stream, 80 a8 to 
etal endanger, daanagg, or rendor less useful any oxval or drainage-wor 1 
‘said that he von to introduce this section which gave power to 
without a warrant, and to remove any person trespassing into the canal 
and to arrest him in certain cases. fi: ; 
Keisropas Pau said that it was such an i 
‘that the consideration of it should stand qver. . 
¥ Py . . 
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cave His Hoxor tie Parsmen? remarked that it merely ‘made the canal people 
. police. It came to the same thing. a 
The Hon’siz tie Apyocary Grverat said that the section was quite 
clear; and he could quite understand the objection of his hon’ble friend | Baboo 
Kristodas Pal) which probably. arose out of the supposed conduct of the police 
in this country, re 
His Honor rae Presipenr rémarked for the information of his Native 
, colleagues in Council that the canal authorities were far léss kkely to be 
oppressive than the- ordinary police. The poe officers had many objects in 
dealing with the people, whereas the canal officers were the suppliers pf water, 
for which they wanted the people to be customers, and had every inducement 
to be on good terms with them. They were in the position of dealers.in water, * 
and they wanted the people to be customers. : 
After some conversation, the motion was agreed to,’ 
Tho remaining sections of the Bill, together with the schedule, preamble, 
and title, were then agreed to. . 
CALCUTTA MUNICIPALITY, P 
His Honor tar Presmenr enquired whether hon’ble members would e 
that the substance of the prop: which he had the honor to make at the last 
meeting of the Council on the constitution of the municipality be drafted into 
shape and immediately referred to the Select Committee? He believed that was 
the pleasure of the Council, but he found that no formal motion had been made 
atthe last meeting. And if hon’ble members would agree to a reference being 
made, then he should put it into form, so that it should t be recorded on the pro- 
ceedings of the Council. [The members unanimously expressed their approval 
that that should be done.] ‘The President then put the motion that the {hedtion 
be referred to the Select Cotamittee for free discussion and opinion. He said he 
had not seen anything up to the present which seemed opposed substantially to 
what he submitted to the Council. He should accordingly draft what coset 
proposed, and submit it to the Select Committee, and see what they would 
a ar it there, and the Council could then knead it into form. : 
The motion was agreed to. a x 
The Council was adjourned to Saturday, the 11th instant, 
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ZOOLOGICAL GARDENS FOR CALCUTTA. *” 





. : 
ra ; 5 Patron: 
HIS EXCELLENOY THE VIGEROY. 


President: 
: HIS HONOR THE LIRUTENANT-GOVERNOR. 





PROSPECTUS. 


Tur Committee appointed by His Honor the Lioutenant-Governor of 
Bengal, in the Government Resolution dated the 9th December 1875, for the 
temporary management of the Zoological Gardens, desire to lay before the 
Sablis the following statement. 


In January 1867 Dr. Fayrer, ¢.s.1., proposed a scheme for the establish- 
ment of such an institution, which was considered by the Natural History Com- 
mittee of the Asiatic Society of Bengal. In February 1873°Mr. L. Schwendler 
again addressed the Council of the Asiatie Society on the same subject, and his 

ions were carefully discussed hy Sub-Committees of the Asiatic Society 
and of the Agri-Horticultural Society. On both occasions unartimous opinions 
were expressed in favour of the schemes submitted, and they were only 
abandoned for want of a suitable site. 


“Tho principal features of the scheme now proposed are :— 


(1.}—To provide recreation, instruction, and amusement for all classes 
of the community. 


(2.)—To facilitate scientific observations of the habits of animals, more 
especially those peculiar to tropical climates. 


(3.}—To encourage the acclimatization, domestication; and breeding of 
animals, and to improve the indigenous breed of cattle and farm 
stock. 


4,)—To promote the science of zoology bythe interchange, import, 
: aa export of animals. ; : 


After laying out the ground, the Committee propose to construct deer 
paddocks, aPhads for pheasants and fancy fowls, houses for aquatic birds, and, 
as soon as possible, @ bear-pit, a substantial building for carnivora, iron 
enclosures for birds of prey, a large monkey-house, a snake-rockery, and an 
aquarium op the most approved plan ; it is also proposed to devote some money 
to the adaptation of part of the grounds for the requirements of the acclima- 
"tization ij branches. After the attainment of these objects the 
Committee st enclose the Garden by an ornamental iron railing, and build 
Ke dstand, an entrance lodge for keeper, servants’ houses, a refreshment ‘room, 
and ly 2 hall to be deyoted to lectures, with accommodation fora zoological 


mon? ha museum. ,Places’for picnie parties will be prepared as soon as 


_ +The site having been presented the local Governmeént,. the Com- 
mittee have Pepa | that to atabtiely the Gardens on an adequate and. 

g ive ‘scele the sum of Rs. 3,00,000 will be ired. This amoynt they 
ant ntly 2 can be raised Og eae the sale of* tickets, *They 
Ac Abiola 4 
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« Donors.—Donors of Rs. 10,000 and upwards will be Life Governors of the ,* 
Gardens. * They will belong to the General Council of the Gardens, and large 
donations will be spent as far as possible on the eréction pf a complete 
« kuilding in honour of the donor, ‘ $ %« 


Donors of Rs. 5,000 and upwards will bé Life Members of the General _ 
Council vf the Gardens, i.e. will have a yoico in their management, - aR Pa 


Donors of Rs. 1,000 and upwards will be Honorary Members ofethe 
Gardens, and their names will be enrolled on the list. - ‘e 


Donations may be made by instalments. 


“ 1 
All donors will, with their families, haye—(i) free admission on all days 
except those set apart for the zenanas; (ii) privilege of entrance in private 
carriages ; (iii) the right to introduce two friends on Members’ days ; (iv) facilities 
for the export and import of animals ; (v) use of the hall, zoological library, and 


museum. . 


Members-—Membership can also be obtained By the purchase of ‘tickets 
according to the following scale :— 


Personal life tickets, and not transferable, Rs. 100. Porsonah life tickets 
Rs. 150, transferable when the holder leaves India or Calcutta permanently, 
on payment of a registration fee of Rs, 25'for transfer. 


* . Privileges of Members —All Members. will have—(i) free admission on all 
days except those’ sct apart for the zenanas; (ii) privilege of entrance im 
private carriages; (ili) one day a week exclusively for Members; (iv) the right to 
elect annually from among themselves three Members to belong to the General 
Council; (v) facilities for the export and import of animals; (vi) use of the 
hall, zoological library, and museum. 


Fees for admission (subject to revision if thoughit adéisuble.) , » 





Sunday 4 annas. ‘ , 
Monday ; anna (intended for the poorer classes only)... 
jesday . Lanna. 
Wednesday... ‘For members only. . 
‘Thursday on +» 8 ennas (the Ist and 8rd Thursday in each month 
for zenanas, at 8 annas for each native 
Py lady in a palanquin and 2 annas foreach 
native woman on foot.) 
Frida; oe w 2 annas, 
Saturday ne ++ 4 annas (band will play), 


Tikka gharties end carriages not belonging to members»will be char, 
one rupee for admission, in addition to the entrance fee, : ea 
oa 
Palanquins 8 annas additional. : ¥ 


The Gardens will be open from half an hour before sunrise to an hour after: 
sunset. . 


x . 

The Committee now trust that they may obtain the cordial support of 
all classes. Donations have been received, and more haye been all 
will be duly notified. At the same time the Committee are fully aware of the 
difficulties which beset a novel undertaking, sods being anxious to meet the , 
wishes of the public, will be glad to receive and take into consideration any 
suggestion that*may be offered, ‘ . ti 


.. Applicants for Membership, either by donations or by tickets, would oblige 
the Committee hy now addressing-the Honorary Secretary. Pirie 
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eos : iyo nb . abet 
REPORT ON THE STATE OF THE SALT MARKET FOR THE 
SECOND QUARTER OF 1875-76, 
ye ’ SS a, . 
. No. 872B, dated Fort William, the 7th December 1875. : 
. From—W. H. Guraiey, Esq., Offg. Secretary to the Board of Revenue, L, P., 
; To—The, Secretary to the Goveriiment of Bengal, Revenue Department. 
I am directed by the Memberin charge to submit the following report on 
Pete nay the state of the salt market for the second quarter 
Pao ss of 1875-76, comprising the months of July, August, 
and September last. 
* 2, The quantity of salt consumed (i.e., the quantity of total clearances 
of salt of all descriptions) inthe quarter under report amounted to maunds 
26,37,459-35, against maunds 16,91,025-24-14 in the previous quarter and 
maunds 24,73,224-24-1 in the corresponding quarter of the previous year; and 
the total amount of duty levied was Rs. 85,12,911-15-2, against Rs. 58,32,248-5.4 
and Rs, 79,50,045-8-3 in the previous and corresponding quarters respectively. 
8. The quantity of excise salt sold in Cuttack, Balasore, Pooree, and the 
24-Pergunmnahs duribg the present quarter from the stock of the different 
seasons, and the quantity which remained in store at the close of the quarter, 
are shwon in the following Table I :— 
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It will be seen from the above that the total clearances or sales of excise salt 
during the quarter under review amounted to maunds 98,691-85, against 
maunds 1,24,555-24-14, in the previous quarter and maunds 1,26,863-24-1 
in the corresponding quarter of the previous year. 

4. The subjoined Table II shows comparatively the total importations 
into the port of Caleutta, and the total clearances of sea-imported sali during 
the quarter under notice and the corresponding quarter of the previous 


two years > 
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5: The ey are the details of the Tndiah koreuioh salt shawn 
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TI. 
. hts, ie 
”, ‘xp Quanrar or 1873-74. | xp QuaxreR ov 1874-75. f ‘2p Quanrae op 1876-76. 
Imported. Cleared. 
re Md, Mads. 
Bombay ws awe anf} 2,60,110, | 184,000 
Madras 18,000 69,706 
Covelong 86,200 
Ennore - 27,190 9,000 
en Bort eee 
Coconada 
| Péxtoun, 
Catch vw. ~ 1,700 
Total | 800,410 [—s2a,600 | 2aoou2 | a7ioss | — ape505 


























6. Table IV shows the quantity ‘of sea-imported salt remaining in the 
warehouses at the close of the quarter, as compared with the, southeast the 
previous four quarters :— ae: 


Iv. 


























st Quarter of | 2nd. 


Quarter of 
‘Warerx eronnn. 1876-70. 1875-76. 


1874-75. 1874-15. 





nd Quarter of | rd. Qeactot | 4th Quarter of 

















‘Mas. Mas, ‘Mas. , Mas. Mas. 

Salkea Government golabs i 6,60,525 01,s03 | 13,85974 | 18,17,680 |  20,04,426 
Chittagong Government golabs .. ia 81,650 1,60,268 268,982 2,25,468 1,80,838 + 

Totak 793176 |  10,77420 | —10,49,060 | —20,49055 |  22,84,250 





7. Table V shows the despatches of salt from Calentta by water 
and the three railways passing the several salt pass stations into the interior of 
‘the country, both cast and west of the river Hooghly, during the quarter 
under review and the corresponding quarter of the previous two years :— 
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Sad Quarter of 1878-74 -« | 18,26,002 ) 1,90,165 | 95,984 | 3,08,801) Gal,008 |  4irabig..| 9,808 

Ditty LeréT6. | 11,70,608 | 110.724] 61,670 | 130,002) sg0.s97 | a,st.A05 701 

Ditto 1875-76 19,97,788 | 1,96,939 | 47,086 | 2,08,800 | 8,67,048, 
“e 

The quantity of at despatched by the East’ India Railway to 

beyond Bixar in the quarter under review 
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‘The shipments of “Liverpool pal ratte eho 
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port of Caleutta, according to 








é A Tons. 
ae an a ve 96,256 mye) 
es se we 82,531 
ea oe +» 29.786 
He ai. Total =... 4023 
“There yrere no shipments during the quarter under report for, the port of 
Chittagong: 


9. The market prices per 100 maunds of Liverpool and other descriptions 
of salt.at the close of each fortnight during the quarter, as comp: with © 
- those obtaining during the same period last year, are shown in the following 
Tahle VI :— 4 
I. 
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10. In Table VII are shown the total quantities of salt there were 
available for the private export trade at the several depdts in the Madras 
Presidency on the first day of each three months constituting the quarter 

under report and the corresponding quarter of 1873-74 and 1874-75, 
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{ 1876-76. 

| 
ai Mas. Mas, Mas. " 
July Rye aes " 1,883,980 | $,26,911 92,000 5 
August: ee Rb i v= | 1,00,000 | 254,856 | — 92,000 
September eh ty jen 4 1,00,000 dake 2,86,820 





enti ‘The following table shows the quantities of sea-imported salt admitted 
" into bond, and ‘cleared from bond and shipboard, at Chittagong during the 
quarter under review and the corresponding quarter of 1874-75 respectively :— 
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Sto¥ement shaving Rainfall, Weather, and State and Protects of the ta the different Distriots 
of Bengal, as reported to Government during the week ending the i tae 1875, ‘i 
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fovor specially. 
© f @ fiannoors, 18, y | it [Weather xensonabiy dool. Btate and prospects of the crops ate goad. © 
_| 8 [Beerbioom, 4 18, »| Nil. |Wenther unseasonably warm, Rice is nearly off the ground, Prospects of cold 
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foal sue potatoe plants cut off atthe arte of tho wil bm re about two 
Inches long. Tt snot comvon enough to cute trouble AL apoken of x 
’ having no name as yot, but ax being known to cultivators, ya 
Mowrah, » 18. «| Nil, |No chango in the favorable condition of the weather gnd the crops, 
Central Districts. 4 . 
+ | 6 |24-Porgunnahs,Deo.20,t75) Nil, | Wenther seusonable. .-Harvest of amun, or late rice crop, is well advanced: Pros. 
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fro | a)ii| 8) 6] 7]17) o] 4) a} is ow 209 
Goalpara goo | 1) 8)17/) 7] 2] 3) 6] 9 | os 268, 7B B36 
Benares gor | a| 0] 7] 3 alas) a) 1] a7 8 ow $30 
Roorkee wi). & 6 }10 1} 4/16 | 3 8N,1W 966 
NOTE. 


Barometric Pressure. —The pressures in column 2 of the above table for all stations below 500 
feet are reduced from those given in column 3 of the table on the previous page, by adding the 
weight of a column of air of the temperatures given in column 17. For stations above 500 feat 
elevation the reduction is made by Dippe’s tables, as given in Guyot’s “ Meteorological and Physical 
Tables.” The temperatures at the sea-level are taken from colump 8 of the above table. 


rature.—The temperatures in column 8 are reduced from those in column 17 on the preceding 
page, ah adding 1° Fabr, for every 450 feet. 


Wind Resuttant—The resultant wind direction and its comparative predominance are calculated 
from the whole number of wind observations recorded during the month, ‘The relative predominance 
in the direstion of the resultant is given as a percentage of the whole number of observations. ‘Toe 
direction is computed in the usual way by Lambert's formula, 


Serenity.—This column gives the average proportion of unclouded sky, @ cloudless sky being 
indicated by 10, ind one completely overcast by 0. n 


The above being all comparable, afford the data for constructing a meteorological chart for the 
month, which shal] show the isobaric and isothermal lines and the resultant wind directions, which 
last may be represented by arrows of varying length, proportioned to the Prevalence of the wind, 

* To these may be added, the rainfall from the previous tables, 


A W. G. Wausox, 


Of. Meteorological Reporter to the Govt. of Bengal. 
Caxourta, the 20th December 1875, . 























































































j 7 q i aia! é it Orrmss Rausvee 
4 3 ear 
thai Vise ape eens 
4 : j 
Adlai hlalsl ali 
=i 
. Inches.) O [* O 4 ° ° ° ° . |Miles. | Tn. 
Dec. | sth | a0051| 7°0| 0821990 | 700 | oko | co2 806 | Clear and ci. Sieh 
; tend we eae 
“Mth 078 | 769 | GOO |120°0 | 688 | 61d [1408 weeny owe bt cirri, and cirro- 
od ti, 
Voth | -089| 80° | "e's [1950 | 702 | eee 2 |AIM | ain su | Clonriaod cirri. Slightly 
. fomgy at 7 wod 8 p.m. 
lth *O11 | 786 | 62-7 |1372 | 606 | oss we JRBUDY cere | one Cleans art and cine” 
i 
1gth | 29:008 | 77-5 | G1°6 |1980 | 68's | O24 [288 | reves | oe, | Clear, 
. ‘ . : 
4 asth’| 90095 | 700 | ert [1905 | 001 | 2 8 © | Clear. j 
auth | +093} 706 | prs |29910 | 006 | 69-0 | or va [1430 Clear and cir. Slightly 
a by E. foggy at Ll p.m, 


‘The mean barometer, as likewise the dry and wet bulb fisasodleter means, are derived from 
the twenty-four hourly dbsgraiions made during the day. 

The dew-point is computed with the Greenwich comitacte. ‘The figures in oufaen 10 represent 
the humidity of the air, the complete saturation of whieh being taken at unity. ‘The receiver of the 
lower rain gauge is 14 feet, and that of the anemometer 70 fect 10 inches, above the level of the 
ground. The velocity of wind, as indicated by Robinson’s anemometer, is registered from noon to noon. 
‘The extreme variation of temperature during the past seven days ‘J 
‘The maximum temperature during the past seven days 
<The maximum temperature during the corresponding period of the past year 

The mean humidity during the past seven days 
The mean humidity during the corresponding period of the past year 


by lower rain gange 


‘Yhe total fall of rain from 8th to 14th by anemometer gauge 





Ditto ditto ditto, average it ‘twenty-one previous years 
Ditto ditto between the Ist January an@ the 14th Decomber 
Ditto ditto ditto, average of twenty-one previous years 


Gorzewautn Sen, 
. - In charge of the Observatory. 
‘The 16th December 1875. . 
. 
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SOUTH-WESTERN CIRCLE, 


Traffic and Tolls on the Hidgellee 
‘Lenora or Cawat open—29 mines. 


PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT, IRRIGATION-BRANCH, BENGAL. 





°F satonent showing the Total Amount of 
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STORES AND MATERIALS FOR IRRIGATION 
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SUPPL IMENT TO THE CALCUTTA GAZETTE, DECEMBER 22, 1875." 
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bstract ofthe Results of the Hourly Meteorological Obseyvations taken at thg 


















































© “© “‘Surveyor-General’s Office, Calcutta, in the month of November 4875." * 
e 3 oe Ee ' 
Larirupe 22° $8’ 1” North, Longitude 88° 20' 34” East, Height Of thé Cstern of the seandard | 
baroineter above the sea level, 18°11 feev. A % 
i! MONTHLY RESULTS, ns eo ieee 
* Mean height of the barometer for the inonth . * Sl. 29988 © 
Max. beight of the"barometer, gecurred at 9 & 10 Ant. on the 13th & ied tee .. $0149 
Min. height of the barometer, occurred at 4 p.m. on the 3rd... a wer 29'867 
Eatreme range of the barometer during the month ose ¥ 0-282 
Mean of the daily max. pressures ec a ad ‘80060 ¢ 
Ditto ditto “ min. ditto ay ee et ve 2934 * 
Mean daily range of the barometer during the month ih =) 0186 
. : oa 
Mean dry bulb thermometer for the month rary 87 
Max. temperature, occurred at 8 p.m. on the 6th =... «860 
Min, temperature, occurred at 7 a.at, on the 24th 613. « 
Extreme range oi the temperature during the month : ea7% 
Mean of the daily max, temperature pad wa 82-2 
Ditto ditto min. ditto ath 665 
Mean daily range of the temperature during the month en i fe ABH 
Mean wet bulb thermometer for the month i a 668 
Mean dry bulb thermometer above mean wet bulb thermomete: a 69 
Computed mean dew-point for the month: ds oe gor 
Mean dry bulb thermometer above computed mean dew- point ed or ‘17 
Inches, 
Mean elastic foree of vapour for the month te 100 ams se 0559 
—= ‘Troy grain, 
Mean weight of vapour for the month “ ane 610 
Additional weight of vapour required for complete saturation ee ; 286 
Mean degree of humidity for the month, complete saturation being unity 068 
Mean max. solar radiation thermometer for the month ans air wa 13869 
Py Inches. 
Rained no days,—max. fall of rain during 24 hours «Nil 
‘Total amount-of rain during the month 3 » Nil’ 
Total amount of rain indicated by the gauge* attached to the anemometer daring the 4 Nil 
month vee . o 
Prevailing direction of the wind aa ss is ow, Nw.esw. € 
Gorrgxavurs Sen, 
7 In charge of the Observatory. 
"Phe 2ist December 1875. 
© Height, 70 feet 20 inches above wrownd, - 
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§ een ° a 
.o EASTERN BENGAL RAILWAY. . : 
epprnitt Fete vey Yor week ended the 4th December 1876, on 158} miles ee. 
ID = query Show rear bisiareey time a ? 
f © |Stmbor of Conchine reverts. roan aoa 35, mans ire 
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‘Total traffic for the wok... sys} | 22905 4 4] comet] 1aetesat| Bre 9 0] stm 7 8] oes Ot 
hper miloot ratlvay 107 wis 2 wis & emi) 6 5 aon woe 
129 wooks of half-year ay) Sem 8] maser ao) srastarae| raress 1 ¢), resi aframuam 31 
Yrotal for 23 wecks —...| naam | aaoaer 1 ol} waged oi], dramas | aera lw t| Tame B/D, ° 
iy Fin hess! te lS ani SE 








“sPouramiiox. — § 
Mota) for corresponding week of 


ae ase 1.222) | 00410 6] S169 10 3) Aea.sbe aS) ated | 86k ISO] ATO 
‘of railwyy coreesponditig = 
































a wr ws 8 13-18-10. Ta 120 wos wus 
mding date wf) 
FOE ee | O88,O084 | 428.688 2-H]  moger ss 8] 97,9028 6 [1079.80 18 4] * 0840012 RY] AMAIA 61D 
; BAST INDIAN RAILWAY.—MALN LINE. 
” iAgprocimate Return ca Traffic for week i ended 11th December 1875, on 1,270} miles open. “ 
BPEL ee a = aoe ; 
. Coacnine TRarric. Maxcnaxpish any Mixggal TRarric. 
=i in 
2 Pamen- | Oonehing roeeipts, | Weight enrtied, Reesipte. - 
ers. 
| ; a 
ae Re AP) 22 dol Md Se) one w]e] we wd ¥ 
§ Totwbiteatfic for the 
Work | 1070708 | 1,090,280 7 0) 18,008 + 0 OAT 0 4.082 8S 90 0 9) OT 8 


© Or par mito of ait 
 ageledaee roo oa | oe fons 1 msn wor 


Wot eriou 3 won . 
Yea on vn | STT.AON |8282,008 2 4 |300838 10 0! 147,8,006  /es0.19 8 9) m7,585 18 7 | HORA O 4 


ms 


[cetatal for 28 wooks... roy ‘SAs1,88 910 819,195 








0u,09 1 | o50,807 14 1 





role 




















 Obarautsox. F 
motif for correspond N [tee 
aT previous aching, 
Far sono | 174000 19 9 | asay0 16 4] sass 0 |Sazst 1 | one 61! asaey 4 0) / ONL Mare 
| smo Teotuen, 
eo pi We 
wm fo mw 0] 19.9 8 soa] mmo] 4808)” a 
aan cron “ 
.OTAoM | 35,03,422 a7 |aae 0 6 178,03,208 20 | 80,30,896 10 2 | 736,119 2 0 | 10,08,980 12 0 35,0056 * 





_ ‘Added malles 634 to Coaching, ‘end 17,08) to Morchandiee, abort Incluied la week ended 190 November 3870. 


EASTINDIAN RAILWAY.—JUBBULPORE LINE. 
Return of Traffie for wéck ented With Decomber 1875, on 223 miles open. 
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61,503 G) 10088 15 0 
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